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PB-1. Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety  

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy requests that the PTMP EIS make the 
provision of safe bicycle facilities within the Presidio a high priority.  The 
CCSF Planning Department and other commentors request that the Final Plan 
and/or EIS describe specific bicycle and pedestrian facility safety 
improvements such as signage.   

Response PB-1 – As stated in Chapter Two of the Final Plan, safety of bicycle 
and pedestrian travel is a priority for the Trust. In response to comments, the 
Final Plan has been modified to include maps showing proposed bicycle and 
pedestrian routes. These improvements are being studied  in detail in the 
NPS/Trust Presidio Trails and Bikeways Master Plan, a separate planning 
process now under way.  The members of the study team are scheduled to 
present their recommendations in the summer of 2002, at which time there 
will be an opportunity for additional public input regarding the proposed 
routes and prioritization of improvements. These specifics are beyond the 
scope of the current planning effort.  

PB-2. Increase in Bicycle and Pedestrian Trips   

The Bay Conservation and Development Commission requests that the Trust 
clarify why, under the Draft Plan, there would be a significant increase in 
bicycle and pedestrian trips over the trips estimated in the GMPA 2000 
alternative.  

Response PB-2 – This increase is due in part to the amount of final square 
footage of buildings under the Draft Plan Alternative (5.6 million square feet) 
as compared to the No Action Alternative (GMPA 2000) (approximately 5 
million square feet). If this square footage is fully leased and occupied, there 
would be more projected person trips to the Presidio.  In addition, the Draft 
Plan has a more comprehensive TDM program that includes implementation 
of parking fees for visitors, residents and employees.  The effect of the TDM 
program will be to discourage access to the Presidio by automobile and, at the 
same time, to increase the proportion of Presidio employees and residents 
using alternative modes of transportation, such as walking and bicycling. 

PB-3. Specific Suggested Bicycle and Pedestrian Network Improvements   

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and 
several other commentors request specific improvements to the bicycle 
network in the Presidio, including the conversion of Crissy Field Avenue 
between Crissy Field and Lincoln Boulevard to a two-way bike path, the 
conversion of Washington Street to a non-through street for vehicular traffic, 
and bike lanes along all major bike routes within the park.  One commentor 
suggests Class II bikeways on all roadways in the park.  A form letter  
suggests the creation of an extensive road and mountain bike trail network 
with new openings and access points on the Presidio boundaries.       

Response PB-3 – Specific plans for bicycle lanes, treatment of Washington 
Boulevard, and treatment of Crissy Field Avenue will be presented in the 
Presidio Trails and Bikeways Master Plan, which is currently under 
development as a cooperative effort of the Trust and NPS.  Bicycle use of off-
road trails is also being addressed in the Presidio Trails and Bikeways Master 
Plan. Maps showing preliminary proposals for pedestrian and bicycle routes 
have been included in the Final Plan.  Due to concerns regarding impacts to 
historic resources, new openings in the historic boundary wall around the 
Presidio are unlikely to occur, with the possible exception of areas where the 

  4-243 



RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 
4. Responses to Comments 

wall had previously been open, such as at Greenwich Street. Potential impacts 
on traffic circulation and transit access may limit the streets that can be 
entirely converted to pedestrian and bicycle use, or where Class II bike lanes 
can be included. These issues will be the subject of ongoing study. 

PB-4. Bicycle Access to the Golden Gate Bridge  

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy and other commentors requested that the 
Trust collaborate with the National Park Service to improve bicycle access to 
the Golden Gate Bridge.   

Response PB-4 – The Presidio Trails and Bikeways Master Plan currently 
under development is a collaborative effort of the NPS and the Trust.  As part 
of the study leading to the preparation of the Plan, bicycling focus groups 
identified improved access to the Golden Gate Bridge as the number one 
priority.  The NPS and the Trust are working with the Golden Gate Bridge 
Highway and Transportation District to create a joint plan for improvements 
to bridge access.  Alternatives for alignment of the Bay Trail through the 
Presidio are currently being studied by the NPS; the Trust is a cooperating 
agency on the project. The current schedule calls for presentation of draft trail 
alignment alternatives to the public in fall 2002 and completion of 
construction documents in spring 2003.  

PB-5. Effect of Proposed Plan on Bicyclists’ Safety and Comfort   

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy and the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
request that the Presidio Trust consider the impact of all proposed changes, 
including major renovation projects on bicyclists’ safety and comfort.    

Response PB-5 – The Trust understands that the Presidio is a major bicycling 
resource for the region and always considers bicycling impacts when 
evaluating potential land use changes, transportation developments and 
construction projects.  One commentor cited the Doyle Drive reconstruction 
project as a major project impacting bicycling.  The Trust concurs, although it 
is not the lead agency involved in the Doyle Drive project. Also, one of the 
main goals of the Doyle Drive reconstruction project is to facilitate motor 
vehicle traffic flow on Doyle Drive so that internal park roads such as Mason 
Street, Washington Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard would not be used by 
motorists trying to avoid congestion on the approaches to the Golden Gate 

Bridge.  Thus, following a long period of construction impacts, the Doyle 
Drive project may result in improved roadway conditions for bicyclists. 

PB-6. Lower Speed Limits  

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition suggests that the Presidio Trust set lower 
and strictly enforced speed limits on Presidio streets to encourage safer 
conditions for bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists. 

Response PB-6 – Enforcement of speeding in the Presidio is the responsibility 
of the U.S. Park Police (USPP), and the Trust meets regularly with the officers 
to discuss increased enforcement of speeding and other moving violations.  
Most Presidio roadways have a speed limit of 25 mph or less, which is 
consistent with speed limits established in other recreational and residential 
areas.  The highest speed limit is on Lincoln Boulevard where the speed limit 
is set at 30 mph.   

PB-7. Closure of Presidio Roadways to Vehicular Traffic  

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and several private citizens suggest that 
the Presidio Trust permanently close some Presidio roadways to vehicular 
traffic, such as Crissy Field Avenue and Battery Caulfield Road.  Commentors 
also suggest weekend closures to vehicular traffic for recreational use.   

Response PB-7 – The issues related to the potential closure of Presidio 
roadways to motor vehicle traffic are being addressed in the Presidio Trails 
and Bikeways Master Plan, and (in the case of Crissy Field Avenue) as part of 
the joint study being conducted by the NPS and Trust for upgrading of the San 
Francisco Bay Trail.  The evaluation of the potential closure of Crissy Field 
Avenue to motor vehicles will need to address impacts on transit, shuttles, and 
of increased motor vehicle traffic on alternate routes such as Lincoln 
Boulevard and McDowell Street.  Any changes to Battery Caulfield Road will 
be considered as part of more focused planning efforts to be conducted as part 
of the Public Health Services Hospital analyses. Analysis of these suggestions 
is beyond the scope of the current, more general, planning effort. 
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PB-8. Hazardous Conditions at Lincoln/Merchant Intersection  

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
suggest that the Presidio Trust improve the hazardous intersection at Merchant 
and Lincoln. 

Response PB-8 – The Trust is assessing changes to the roadway alignment 
and use of traffic control devices to improve safety at this intersection as part 
of a separate study. As a result, the traffic control devices at this intersection 
will soon be modified, with STOP signs being installed for all approaches as 
an initial tactic.  Long-term recommendations from the Traffic Safety Study 
and the Presidio Transportation Planning and Analysis Technical Report: A 
Supplement to the Final General Management Plan Amendment (July 1994) 
call for realignment of this intersection.  The associated issue of bicycle 
access to the Golden Gate Bridge from the west so that bicyclists can avoid 
motor vehicle traffic on Merchant Road is being studied in the Presidio Trails 

and Bikeways Master Plan, as well as in the San Francisco Bay Trail 
Trust/NPS joint study, as described further in responses above. 

PB-9. Bicycle Signage  

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy and the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
suggest that the Presidio Trust add better directional bike signage throughout 
the park.   The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition specifically suggests signs 
that read, “Bicycles Allowed Full Use of Lane” and bike stencils on streets 
without bike lanes.    

Response PB-9 – For purposes of consistency and continuity, the Trust has 
adopted the directional route and signing system for bicycles used in the rest 
of San Francisco.  The suggestion for signs that read “Bicycles Allowed Full 
Use of Lane” on selected roadways will be considered in the Presidio Trails 
and Bikeways Master Plan, an ongoing planning effort described in more 
detail in responses above.    
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