
EAST HOUSING DISTRICT: RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND NATURE’S 
REFUGE 

PLANNING CONCEPT  
The East Housing district will remain residential. Clusters of historic housing, sited to fit the hillside 
and offering easy access both to natural features and to recreational facilities, will be rehabilitated. 
Some non-historic housing is planned for removal in areas where natural resource restoration would 
occur along Tennessee Hollow riparian corridors. Open space and forest areas will be preserved to 
provide valuable wildlife habitat, as well as a peaceful refuge for visitors. 
 

 
THE EAST HOUSING DISTRICT’S HISTORIC HOMES WILL BE REHABILITATED, AND 

SENSITIVE NATURAL AREAS RESTORED 
 

Character, Land Use, and Open Space 
The East Housing district, one of the oldest residential areas in the Presidio, offers distinctive clusters 
of historic housing along winding roads that follow ridge lines and provide breathtaking views of San 
Francisco Bay. The district also contains clusters of non-historic housing, typically sited on filled-in 
streams and valley bottoms. Recreation fields and playgrounds such as the Paul Goode Field and the 
city-operated Julius Kahn Playground are found along the district’s southern edge. Presidio residents, 
as well as city neighbors, have traditionally used these facilities and continue to do so today. (See 
Figure 3.7.) 
 
Three tributaries feed from the watershed of the Tennessee Hollow creek system, a partially surviving 
natural system that still supports remnant native plant communities and aquatic ecological resources. 
The natural springs that surface at the headwaters of the Tennessee Hollow creek system have a long 
history of human use. Tennessee Hollow was the site of a temporary encampment at the turn of the 
19th century and a staging area for the Panama Pacific International Exposition. El Polin Spring, one 
of the earliest water supplies in the area, was near the historic trail between the Spanish Presidio and 
the Mission de Francisco de Assisi. Due to the history of human activity in these areas, Tennessee 
Hollow and El Polin Spring are very likely to contain archeological resources. 
 
The East Housing district will continue to be primarily residential. Historic housing clusters will be 
preserved and rehabilitated. Some non-historic housing will be demolished to restore open space in 
the Tennessee Hollow stream corridor. Other non-historic residences will be rehabilitated, and some 
large units will be divided into smaller units. Replacement construction of more compatible housing 
may be considered elsewhere within the district. The historic former barracks on Ruger Street, near 
the Lombard Gate, will accommodate small offices or visitor serving uses. 
 



Plans to restore and enhance Tennessee Hollow, its tributaries and riparian corridors, are already 
underway; baseline data collection and analysis have begun. Other key natural resource projects in the 
East Housing district will include restoration of Inspiration Point grasslands and El Polin Spring, and 
enhancement of important native plant restoration areas. The restoration of surface drainages and 
native riparian communities will allow visitors to understand the importance of these resources to 
native peoples and early explorers. The area’s serenity and sensitive habitats will be respected. 
Compatible recreational activities will be allowed, although Paul Goode Field may be removed or 
relocated to allow for restoration of Tennessee Hollow. Pop Hicks Field will be restored for active 
recreational use if consistent with the remedial action plan established for this area. 
 

 
A FAMILY AT PLAY IN THE SIMONDS NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Access and Circulation 
Pedestrian access will be improved and overall livability of the neighborhoods in this district will be 
enhanced. Trails and pathways will be formalized, and Lover’s Lane will be rehabilitated. Presidio 
Boulevard will continue to provide the main access from the south, while Lombard Street will be 
maintained as the primary access from the east. Some minor roads may be removed to create a 
continuous natural corridor along Tennessee Hollow. 
 



 
FIGURE 3.7 
EAST HOUSING - RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND NATURE’S REFUGE  
• Preserve and rehabilitate historic housing clusters and streetscapes. 
• Restore the Tennessee Hollow creek system and its riparian corridors, El Polin Spring, 

Inspiration Point grasslands, and other important native plant sites. 
• Enhance trail connections and the overall livability of neighborhoods. 
• Demolish some non-historic housing to restore Tennessee Hollow, and consider construction of 

compatible replacement housing. 
 



PLANNING GUIDELINES FOR EAST HOUSING DISTRICT 

1. Spatial Organization and Land Patterns 
Influence of Topography. The historic housing clusters in the  
East Housing district are linear in form, following hillside contours or running along a series of 
“fingers” (north-south ridges) that reach down toward the Letterman district and the Main Post. 
Below the ridgetops, slopes direct rainwater into the three Tennessee Hollow creek tributaries, which 
lead to San Francisco Bay. 
 
Contrast Between Ridges and Valleys. The historic contrast between the developed upland ridges and 
the natural riparian valleys forms the key organizing land pattern in the East Housing district. In 
recent years, non-historic housing and ballfields built on filled land in the upper watershed have 
compromised the integrity of the historic relationship between ridges and valleys and have degraded 
the Tennessee Hollow creek system and riparian corridor. 
 

SPATIAL ORGANIZATION AND LAND PATTERNS GUIDELINE 
• Re-establish a clear distinction between historic housing on the high ground and open space in 

the valleys through selective removal of some non-historic housing and restoration and 
enhancement of Tennessee Hollow creek tributaries. 

 

 
A CONCEPTUAL SKETCH SHOWING RESTORATION OF THE TENNESSEE HOLLOW 
ECOSYSTEM WITHIN THE EAST HOUSING DISTRICT 
 

2. Buildings and Structures 
Service Alleys and Formal Front Yards. The district’s historic housing clusters are characterized by rows 
of similar houses with repetitive architecture and streetscapes. Housing units are either single-family 
houses or duplexes, each with a formal front and back yard. The buildings are standard, Army-
designed masonry structures with classical proportions and detailing. Units are typically situated close 
to each other, creating strong street edges. Together, the buildings create a distinctive pattern of 
formal fronts facing the street with service alleys (many lined by freestanding detached garages) in the 
back. 



 
Single- and Double-Loaded Streets. Housing clusters are organized around one of two basic road 
configurations: single-loaded or double-loaded streets (i.e., streets with houses on either one or both 
sides). Presidio Terrace and Simonds Loop are single-loaded streets along the hillside contour; houses 
are located either uphill or downhill of the street with commanding views of the bay. Portola and 
Liggett Streets are double-loaded streets, following parallel ridges. Here, the dramatic bay views are 
down the street corridor, framed by the rhythm of repeating building facades stepping down the 
hillside. 
 

 
DISTINCT PATTERN OF FORMAL STREETS AND SERVICE ALLEYS 

 

GUIDELINES FOR BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 
• Maintain the historic orientation of housing that parallels slopes or follows ridgetops and is not 

located in the lowlands or valley bottoms. 
• Protect existing natural resource integrity and function through site enhancement. 
• Ensure that any replacement housing reinforces and complements existing street patterns and 

conforms to existing contours, with no major regrading or leveling. 
• Ensure that any replacement housing is responsive to existing historic typologies. Garages and 

outbuildings, if included, should be located at the back of buildings, with access from existing 
alleys, where possible.  

• For building additions and replacement housing, ensure that building height, color, and 
materials are compatible with those of the adjacent historic cluster. Maximum building height 
should be between 25 feet to 35 feet. 

 

 
ROWS OF SIMILAR HOUSES 

 



3. Open Space/Vegetation/Views 
Ridges and Valleys. Creek-lined valleys alternate with ridges containing rows of housing. A significant 
amount of native habitat is found in the valleys below the ridges. While some of the valley bottoms 
have been partially filled and built over, remnant open areas remain. 
 
Planted Forest. Planted in the late 19th century, the mature forest on the upper hillsides encloses the 
residential areas and shelters them from the surrounding city neighborhoods. When viewed from 
Presidio Boulevard, the forest’s orthogonal layout over the hillside terrain creates a distinctive pattern 
of long, rolling forest. 
 
Presidio and Bay Views. Excellent views of the Presidio landscape and San Francisco Bay are found at 
higher elevations in the East Housing district. 
 

 
DISTINCT PATTERN OF HOUSES FOLLOWING RIDGES WITH RIPARIAN VALLEYS IN 

BETWEEN 
 

GUIDELINES FOR OPEN SPACE/VEGETATION/VIEWS 
• Retain and reinforce the historic planting of streetscapes in the East Housing district. Enhance 

neighborhood character through compatible landscape improvements. 
• Protect, restore, enhance, and monitor the Tennessee Hollow watershed by removing fill material 

and some non-historic housing, daylighting creeks, and restoring native plant communities. 
Maximize natural processes where feasible. 

• Protect wetlands and other natural resources by locating any replacement housing with sufficient 
offset buffers to minimize impacts and by maintaining appropriate setbacks for a parallel trail 
system. 

• Maintain historic views and view corridors. Manage vegetation on slopes below housing sites, 
public streets, and trails to maintain views out to the bay while protecting natural resources. 
Ensure that reforestation maintains views into the historic forest along Presidio Boulevard. 

 



 
RIDGES AND VALLEYS 

 



4. Circulation and Access 
Street System Based on Topography. The layout of the East Housing street system is a function of the 
district’s topography. The branching system of dead-end streets creates quiet residential zones and 
minimizes interruptions in connecting trails and open space systems. Most streets and alleys are 
narrow and require one-way circulation in certain sections. Parking is generally situated off service 
alleys, with limited parallel parking provided along formal front streetscapes. 
 
Lover’s Lane Pedestrian Path. In contrast to the curvilinear character of most streets in the district, 
Lover’s Lane, a pedestrian path dating from the 1880s, cuts a straight line upslope, connecting the 
Main Post with the Presidio Gate. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR CIRCULATION AND ACCESS 
• Retain the historic road pattern in the East Housing district. Proposed future changes should use 

or expand on this pattern and its related system of alleys, parking, and garages. 
• Eliminate redundant road segments to limit road crossings of Tennessee Hollow. 
• Improve pedestrian connections among housing clusters, and between playing fields and other 

destinations throughout the Presidio. 
• Rehabilitate Lover’s Lane as part of the Presidio-wide trail system. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STREET PATTERN DETERMINED BY TOPOGRAPHY 


