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NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARK
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ALIENS INVADE THE
PRESIDIO!

They may not have been green
men from Mars, but
extraterrestrials of a different
kind recently invaded the
Presidio. Visiting international
artist Kornelios Grammenos

A WARMER PRESIDIO WELCOME

The Arguello entrance to the Presidio
will soon be safer and more inviting
for visitors. Quer the next several

1 The Main Post
2 Crissy Field

3 Fort Point and
the Golden Gate Bridge

Fort Scott
Coastal Bluffs
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News from Around the Park

Community Relations Associate
The Trust is pleased to announce
that Mary Leader has joined its
staff as the new Community
Relations Associate. Mary will be
working closely with park resident
and tenant partners, neighborhood
associations and the broader
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“This place and its vicinity has abundant pasturage, plenty of firewood,
and fine water, all good advantages for establishing here the presidio or
fort which is planned. Here and near the lake there are yerba buena and so
many lilies that | almost had them within my tent.”

. .__..,-' e

- Father Pedro Font, 177¢
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PROJECT SETS SAIL

The Presidio's first European settlers
quenched their thirst with its fresh
waters. Birds nest in its neighboring
trees. Joggers flock daily to its
sandy beach.

Following several years of
imagining and planning, the site
that has given so much to the
community will now get something
back — a major enhancement.

Though Mountain Lake is a
beautiful refuge that attracts local
families,

restore lake depth and aeration to
increase oxygen levels. Protecting
surrounding native plants, restoring
wildlife habitat and identifying
educational opportunities will also

be key goals of the plan.

Numerous agencies are collabo-
rating on the project including the
Presidio Trust, the National Park
Service, the Golden Gate National
Parks Association and the City of
San Francisco. Partners to the
project also

TNl “THE IMPORTANT WILDLIFE [BUETUCEERGE
users el HABITAT IN AND AROUND [BR=ilS .Of
Ol MOUNTAIN LAKE wiLL BE [RASEEITEE

EIENGAGGIM PROTECTED AND ENHANCED
ITS NATURAL
LGIGEWIIEl AND RECREATIONAL VALUES.”

IR TO PROMOTE

water clarity

Lake, the
California
Academy of
Sciences and

h a v e — GENERAL MANAGEMENT [RREEQIIGTE

In the 1800s, Mountain Lake was a major
water supply for the growing City of San
Francisco.

Human encroachment has reduced
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months, road layout will be . . iati
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13 Lobos Creek Valley

‘transformative” art.

INTERNS WANTED!

The Presidio Trust is now
seeking outstanding
applicants for its
second annual
summer internship
program. Thirty
positions in the
[fields of planning,
architecture,
information technology,
communications and finance,
among others, are offered. Each
position includes housing on

the Presidio and an hourly
stipend. The deadline to apply
is March 31, 2000. 1o learn
more about the program, please
visit our website at
www.presidiotrust.gov or contact
Betsy Nevins atr 415.561.5313.
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/ AN HISTORIC VISIT
U

Upon their recent visit to the
Presidio, Richard Moe (lef?),
President of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and
Holly Fiala, Director of the
Western Regional Office, were
updated on the progress being
made to preserve the park
designation as a National
Historic Landmark District.

A tour of the Presidio included
stops at the Main Post and the
Letterman Complex. They were
accompanied by Trust Executive
Director Jim Meadows (right)
and members of the Trusts Board
of Directors.

Doyle Drive Redesign

What is the future of Doyle Drive?
An 18-month process to study
replacement alternatives for the
approach to the Golden Gate
Bridge is now underway. A public
scoping open house for the Doyle
Drive Environmental and Design
Study will be held on Tuesday,
March 14 at the Presidio’s Golden
Gate Club. Drop in from 3 to 8 p.m.
to learn more about the redesign
effort. Brief presentations will be
made at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. The
project will improve traffic
conditions, increase public safety,
create a more attractive roadway
and enhance access to the
Presidio. For more information,
please call the San Francisco
County Transportation Authority at
415.522.4800.

However, thanks to $500,000 in
mitigation funds provided by the
San Francisco Airport to the Golden
Gate National Parks Association,
much-needed measures to improve
water quality, beautify natural areas
and enrich the visitor experience will
now move forward.

Prior to the arrival of European
settlers in the area, Mountain
Lake was at least 20 feet deep.
Over decades, surrounding develop-
ment and human encroachment
contributed to the Lake's decline.
The  biggest blow to its
health occurred in 1938 when
the construction of Highway 1
dramatically shrunk Mountain
Lake's size and resulted in an influx
of sediment. Today, Mountain Lake
has a maximum depth of 9 feet.

A variety of approaches to
improving water quality will be
considered including dredging to

March 8 at the historic Log Cabin
(Building 1299) in the Presidio's
Fort Scott area. The community is
invited to share ideas for revitalizing

the Lake. Please call 415.561.5300

for details and directions.

LOOKING BACK

Some believe that the modern history
of the Presidio began on the banks
of Mountain Lake. In 1776, the
newly arrived de Anza expedition,
composed of a group of settlers bent
on staking first claim to the land
surrounding the Golden Gate, is
said to have camped near the fresh
water lake. The next day, planting a
cross as a sign of possession, Captain
Juan Bautista de Anza occupied
the Presidio in the name of Spain.
The Juan Bautista Trail runs
adjacent to Mountain Lake as it
traces the explorer's route through

the Presidio.

Wildlife including songbirds and the red
legged toad formerly made Mountain Lake
their home.

& 3 =%

Mountain Lake is the only natural lake in
the Presidio.




Sustainability Spetlight

Electrifying Travel

The familiar roar of gasoline-powered
engines is being replaced with the hum of
ultra-efficient electric cars and trucks as
cutting-edge vehicles offer new ways of
getting around the Presidio.

Fifteen electric Ford Ranger trucks are now
cruising the park thanks to a grant from the
Bay Area Air Quality Control Management
District. On the surface, these pickups are
indistinguishable from the gas-guzzlers
seen on highways every day. However, a
look under the hood will reveal a highly
efficient 90-horsepower electric engine with
a top speed of 75 miles per hour.

The trucks are currently used by Presidio
Trust staff to move pollutant-free between
work sites. With a range of 70 miles on a
quick six hour charge, the innovative trucks
are ideal for traveling short distances within
the Presidio.

Electric Ford Ranger Truck

THINK City Electric Car

Sporty, eye-catching and astoundingly
efficient, experimental Ford THINK City
vehicles arrived on the Presidio last month
for a brief trial run.

The two-seat “Neighborhood Electric
Vehicles” are being developed to deal with
urban conditions such as limited parking
space, low speeds and short distances —
factors that also impact travel at the
Presidio.

Over the coming months and years, these
safe and comfortable electric cars may be
made available at the Presidio through a
shared car program, through lease to park
tenants and residents or through short-term
rental to visitors.

Board Members

Donald Fisher Mary Murphy
Jennifer L. Hernandez ~ William Reilly
Ira Michael Heyman Toby Rosenblatt
Amy Meyer

Wednesday, March 8, 6 to 9 p.m.
Public Workshop on Mountain Lake

By Jim Meadows

Presidio Trust Executive Director
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Did You Know...? .-

DISTINGUISHED BAY AREA RESIDENT JOINS THE PRESIDIO TRUST BOARD

ast month, the Presidio Trust

was pleased to welcome Ira
Michael “Mike” Heyman to its
Board of Directors. A Berkeley
resident with a distinguished career
in public service, Mr. Heyman serves
as Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitts designee on the Board,
Joining six members appointed by
the President of the United States.

Mr. Heymans extensive background
in education and “interpretation”
will be of immense value as visitor
services are expanded and enhanced

over the coming months and years.

Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution, championing its
Affiliate” program, an effort to
extend the reach of the museum
beyond Washington, D.C. by co-
sponsoring programs and exhibits
with organizations across the country.

A Marine Corps veteran who began
his legal service as Chief Law Clerk
Most recently, Mr. Heyman served as ~ for Supreme Court Chief Justice
Earl Warren, Mr. Heyman capped
his career as a professor of law and
city planning by serving as
Chancellor of U.C. Berkeley from
1980 t0 1990. He subsequently
served as Counselor to Secretary

Babbitt and as Deputy Assistant

ON COURSE TO “GREENER” LINKS

PRESIDIO GOLF COURSE AMONG THE

Secretary for Policy, working to
protect endangered species and to
institute protections against
dangerous substances on federal
lands.

In his capacity with the
Department of the Interior, and as
a member of the Presidio Council —
a planning commission that helped
envision the Presidios future

Jollowing the Armys decision to

A state-of-the-art weather station
measures the exact amount of water
needed to replenish the course.
vacate the post — Mr. Heyman has
long been an advocate for the
Presidio. Indeed, he was Secretary
Babbitts ‘point person” for
developing the legislation that
established the Presidio Trust in
1996 1o preserve the park.

We join all park supporters in
welcoming Mr. Heyman to the

Presidio community.

Most signs, benches and water fountains
are made using 100 percent recycled
plastic.

PRESIDIO TENANT PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Presidio tenant The Wilderness Society
protects America’s wilderness and develops a
nationwide network of wild lands through
public education, scientific analysis, and
advocacy. Founded in 1935, it is working to
ensure that future generations enjoy the clean
air and water, beauty, wildlife, recreation and
spiritual renewal provided by our nation’s

pristine forests, rivers, deserts, and mountains.

The Wilderness Society's primary focus is
the protection and stewardship of America's
public lands — its national parks, national
forests, wildlife refuges, and the western
heritage lands of the Bureau of Land
Management. The California/Nevada regional
office at the Presidio manages legislative

advocacy in the Golden and Silver states.

The Wilderness Society is working to
protect remaining wild lands as part of the
California Wild Heritage Campaign coalition,
safeguard 10 national forests in the Sierras,

%

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

Another long-time priority of The
Wilderness Society is the revitalization of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCE).
Open spaces and wild places benefit from the
LWCE. Important federal land acquisitions

that The Wilderness Society has helped secure
thanks to the Fund include the Giacomini
Ranch at Point Reyes National Seashore, Bair
Island at the San Francisco National Wildlife
Refuge, the Catellus acquisition in the
California Desert, and the Phleger Estate in
our own Golden Gate National Recreation
Area. Improvements to city playgrounds,

development of picnic areas, beach access,

The Wilderness Society encourages Americans to
“stand by their land.”

fishing piers, community pools, playgrounds,
soccer fields, and local parks would also get a

big boost from a fully-funded LWCE

Take a walk on the wild side by
Wilderness

www.wilderness.org or by calling them at

415.561.6641.

establish a Black Rock-High Rock National
Conservation Area in Nevada, and bring
about comprehensive planning — including  visiting  The Society  at
transportation improvements — for Yosemite

National Park and the surrounding region.

Wednesday, March 8, 6 to 8:30 p.m.

The New Sisterhood: Women'’s

Tuesday, March 21, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 22, 6 to 9 p.m.

Golden Gate National Recreation Area Wonders of Persia

MOsT ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE IN THE NATION

GOLF FANS - AND EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER PICKED UP A CLUB - MAY BE
PLEASED TO LEARN THAT PRESIDIO GOLF COURSE - A CHAMPIONSHIP CALIBER
PUBLIC FACILITY — IS ONE OF THE MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY-CONSCIOUS COURSES IN

THE NATION.

“Because we're in a national park, we
must be sensitive to our surround-
ings while providing outstanding
course conditions,” says Kevin
Hutchins, the Regional Golf Course
Superintendent at the Arnold
Palmer-managed facility. “We are
doing things here we may not have
thought of doing at other courses.”

Presidio Golf Course works
with the Presidio Trust to meet the
highest standards of environmental
and community responsibility.

ON THE CUTTING-EDGE

Examples of cutting-edge technology
can be found everywhere — from the
receptacles where visitors toss their
trash to the state-of-the-art equipment
that monitors course conditions.

Golfers playing a round may
have noticed a contraption on the
12th hole that looks like a spare part
for the Space Shuttle. However, the
device is actually an on-site weather
station that measures wind, moisture,
humidity and solar radiation and
then beams the results to a central
computer station. Based on this up-
to-the-minute information, Hutchins
can determine exact needs and
use each of 1,000 individually
controlled sprinkler heads to replenish
fairways with a precise water dose.
This $1 million irrigation system
eliminates over-watering and reduces
water use by up to 25 percent over
traditional methods.

The Course has also partnered
with the Presidio’s Regeneration
Program to recycle and reuse

grass clippings rather than cart
them to landfills.

transformed at the Presidio Nursery

Trimmings are

Tomorrow’s golf pros are taught the
importance of caring for the environment
while learning the rules of the game.

Thoreau Center for
Sustainability Tours

into compost — a nutrient-rich soil
product — that is then used at the
course along with organic fertilizers
to nourish the greens. Composting
reduces the amount of pesticides
needed and brings the Presidio
closer to its goal of becoming
a “zero waste” community that
reuses resources within the park
whenever possible.

NEW GREENS UNVEILED

In a related effort that will reduce the
need for harsh chemicals, Presidio
Golf Course recently replaced its
traditional greens with a Bentgrass
variety, a superior putting surface
that is more resistant to pests. The
enhanced course is once again open
for the public’s enjoyment.

PRESIDIO GOLF COURSE
IS A PUBLIC FACILITY

OPEN DAILY FOR THE
COMMUNITY TO ENJOY.

Golfers talking a break from play
may not realize that the bench where
they are resting is made from 100
percent recycled plastic. Many items
throughout the course — including
directional signs, garbage cans and
water fountains — were constructed
using this highly durable material
that eliminates the need to use
redwood or other precious materials.

Believing that golf is more than
just a game, the Course is sharing
the Presidio’s conservation ethic with
the next generation through “Junior
Camps.” In addition to learning how
to hold a club, youngsters aged ten
to sixteen are also taught about the

need to play the game in harmony

Presidio Golf Course now features
championship caliber, pest-resistant
Bentgrass greens.

Series

New Monthly “Lunch in Nature”

with the surrounding environment.
Native plant species including
lessingia, the sticky monkey flower,
the lizard’s tail and the California
coffeeberry are protected at Presidio

Golf Course.

BEYOND THE COURSE
Golfers and

can enjoy social and cultural

non-golfers alike

happenings at Presidio Golf Course.
The historic site has been open to
the public since 1995 when the
military departed the Presidio and
the post became part of the national
park system.

Presidio Café in the newly
constructed clubhouse welcomes
guests daily for lunch and early
evening fare prepared by Executive
Chef Tommy Keaveny, a California
native.

A newly emerging Presidio
cultural tradition is the Sunday
Jazz Brunch featuring “Kings Hat,”
composed of members of legendary
local group the “Jules Broussard
Band.” Held weekly from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., this social occasion is an
increasingly popular park happening.

Guests are also invited to explore
the extraordinary 105 year history of
the course through an interpretive
memorabilia gallery located in the
clubhouse. Additional educational
outreach is under consideration.

There is more than meets
the eye to a day at the greens
at the Presidio, as the course
strives to model the environmental
sensitivity and community outreach
that its spectacular national park
setting demands.

A feast for the eyes and ears can be had at
the Presidio Café during the Sunday Jazz
Brunch. The Café is also open daily for
lunch. Please call 415.561.4600 to make a
reservation.

Lobos Creek Valley, the historic forest, the coastal bluffs. Do
you wish you knew more about the Presidio’s natural gems?
A new series of informal talks will chronicle the historic and

The Thoreau Center has won design awards from
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the
California Preservation Foundation and the

Enhancements Networks in the 21st Century (GGNRA) Advisory Commission

Please share your views on the projects and

Celebrate the Persian New Year with food, dance and
Help us shape a plan for revitalizing this Presidio music, and experience this beautiful land as painted

treasure. The meeting will be held at the Log Cabin,

High-profile speakers in business and humanitarian

affairs will commemorate International Women’s Day programs occurring within our national park at by young Iranian artists. Admission is $10 for

Building 1299 on Storey Avenue. Please call

415.561.5300 for directions and shuttle information.

by celebrating the power of women working together.
The event will be held at the Presidio’s Golden Gate
Club. Advanced registration is required. Please call

415.561.6810.

the Golden Gate. Meet at the Upper Fort
Mason Center. Please call 415.561.4733 for

more information.

adults, $5 for children and seniors. The event will
be held at the Presidio Alliance, Building 563 near
the Lombard Gate. Call 925.253.1776 for details.

American Institute of Architects. To see for
yourself why it is a model for environmentally-
friendly practices, please call 415.561.6363 to

arrange a custom tour for you or your group.

ecological stories of the park’s remarkable environment.
Bring a brown bag lunch and join us. To learn where the
series will travel each month, call Presidio Trust Natural

Resources Specialist Damien Raffa at 415.561.4449.




