
The Trust hosted its first Earth Day
Festival at the Presidio’s historic
Main Parade Grounds on April 
24, bringing together ecologists,
educators, artists and the public to
raise awareness about environmental
preservation.  Transforming the park
into a model of environmental
sustainability is a key mission of the
Presidio Trust.

The Festival was co-sponsored
with Earth Race and the Golden
Gate National Parks Association.
The National Park Service, the San
Francisco Conservation Corps,
AmeriCorps and the California State
Parks Foundation also collaborated.
Many Presidio community members
volunteered their time to
make the event a success.

The Trust viewed
the occasion as an
opportunity to update
visitors on the 
strategies it is employ-
ing to reduce energy
consumption and incor-
porate sustainable practices in
all aspects of park operations.  The
Trust hosted an information exhibit
where practical, common-sense
strategies for improving the way
people work and live were shared
with participants.

Since assuming responsibility for
80% of Presidio land, including
nearly all of its historic structures,
the Trust has begun implementing
sustainable practices in building
design, native habitat restoration,
waste management, utility usage 
and transportation.

“Green” building guidelines are
being published to guide new
construction and rehabilitation
efforts.  Deconstruction of non-
historic structures has allowed many
materials to be reused rather than
take up space in landfills.  Under the
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leadership of the National Park
Service, native plant habitat is being
restored throughout the park, and
invading species continue to be
removed.  The water delivery system
has been refurbished, saving 80,000
gallons each day.  The jobs/housing
balance philosophy is minimizing
the number of automobile trips
through the park.  A compressed
natural gas station fuels a fleet of
energy efficient vehicles.

A variety of volunteer, social and
educational activities attracted visitors
from the Bay Area and beyond to the
Presidio Earth Day Festival.

Prior to the Festival, Presidio
community members rolled up their

sleeves along with more than
750 volunteers to restore

native plants in several
locations throughout
the Presidio and the
Golden Gate National
Recreation Area.  Baker

Beach, Crissy Field 
and the Lobos Dunes 

were among the sites 
being improved.

Live entertainment and presenta-
tions occurred on the main stage
throughout the day.  David Brower,
founder of Friends of the Earth,
author Mark Hertsgaard and 
Peter Drekmeier of Earth Day 2000
were among those sharing their
insights as speakers.

World music encompassing
Native American, Latin, Folk,
Brazilian and Middle Eastern 
styles set the mood as visitors
explored the booths and exhibits of
more than 60 Bay Area 
environmental organizations.  Public
workshops educated participants 
in recycling and native plant 
identification techniques, alternative
transportation methods and animal
rights issues.
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1 The Main Post
2 Crissy Field
3 Fort Point and

the Golden Gate Bridge
4 Fort Scott
5 Coastal Bluffs
6 Presidio Forest
7 Cavalry Stables
8 San Francisco National

Military Cemetery
9 Letterman Complex

10 Housing Areas
11 Presidio Golf Course
12 Public Health Service Center
13 Lobos Creek Valley
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Letterman Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement
The Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement
(DSEIS) for the Letterman Complex
may be obtained from the Trust by
mail or at its 34 Graham Street
headquarters.  It may be reviewed at:

Presidio Trust Library 
GGNRA Park Headquarters
San Francisco Main Library

William Penn Mott, Jr. Visitor Center,
Presidio Main Post (open daily 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Those wishing to comment on the
DSEIS can speak at the GGNRA
Advisory Commission Meetings at
the Upper Fort Mason Center at 
7:30 p.m. on May 18 and June 15.
Comments can also be sent to
planning@presidiotrust.gov.

Funston Avenue Bed and Breakfasts
Three bed and breakfast operators
have submitted detailed proposals to
rehabilitate and operate units on
Funston Avenue.  Evaluation of the
plans and interviews with the
finalists will occur this month.

Request for Qualifications
The Presidio Trust has issued a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
to lease the Paul Goode and 
Morton Street fields.  The Fort 
Scott field will remain in the 
Special Park Users Group permit
program.  The responses are due 
on May 26.  Please call 415.561.5300
for more information.
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ELECTRIC ASSIST BICYCLES

Presidio neighbor Michael Marston
has generously donated three
electric assist bicycles to the
Presidio.  Trust employees and Park
Police will use these bicycles on a
trial basis to determine
what role they
might play in the
Trust’s efforts to
reduce automobile
traffic and promote
sustainable transportation policies
within the park. 

COMMUNITY

GARDEN 

Once a
“Victory
Garden”
planted by
military families
during World War II,
the Community Garden is
now enjoyed by Presidio
residents and tenants for
organic gardening.  More
than 20 participants tend
5’ x 20’ plots, cultivating
tomatoes, cucumbers and
other garden delights.
Located near Wisser
Court, the Community
Garden hopes to expand in
coming years. 

LETTERMAN

PRESENTATIONS AND

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS 

Nearly 1,000 members of the
community attended three public
workshops to share their input on
the future of the Letterman
Complex.  Participants heard
presentations from the four
finalists whose proposals are
under consideration.  Attendees
enjoyed extended opportunities to
address their ideas and concerns
directly to the presenters during
evening workshops.
Announcement of a finalist is
expected in late May.  Summaries
of public input are available at
www.presidiotrust.gov.

More than 60 Bay Area environmental

organizations participated in Presidio Earth

Day 1999.  Visitors explored information

booths, exhibits and interactive displays.

Children’s activities educated and

entertained young people.

HOOP WORLD 

In March the Presidio National Park
hosted Hoop World, a two-day
basketball competition
sponsored by World Events
and the Golden State
Warriors.  Two hundred
teams comprised of
athletes from all walks of
life competed on 25 courts
created for the occasion on
the Main Post parking lot.

Environmental sustainability is a critical

component of the Presidio’s mission.  The

Trust demonstrated a variety of strategies

designed to make the park sustainable

including composting, green building

techniques and recycling.

Presidio Sustainability
Update

Composting
New program will divert
approximately 1,000 cubic yards of
materials from landfills in the first
year, saving $12,000 in disposal costs

Transportation
10% of the Trust’s fleet is made up of
alternative fuel vehicles (AFV) with a
goal of achieving a 100% AFV fleet

Reuse and Recycling
Salvaging and reuse of materials will
divert 150 tons of waste from landfills
in one year

Green Building
Environmentally sensitive site design
reduces energy use, minimizes
ecological impact and provides
exceptional indoor air quality

Water Conservation
Repair of leaks in the water delivery
system saves 80,000 gallons each day

Native Habitat Restoration
Ice Plant and French Broom are being
removed from certain areas of the
park to preserve native species



As the Presidio strives to become a model
for environmental sustainability, Devon
Danz helps to guide environmentally
sensitive design and construction.  As the
Sustainability Projects Specialist, Devon
seeks out creative and cooperative ways to
incorporate sustainable practices in all
aspects of park operation.  Devon
collaborates with architects, tenants and
Trust staff to ensure that rehabilitations and
new construction in the Presidio are done
in an environmentally sensitive manner.
Her work also involves ensuring that all
Trust projects, big and small, are in
compliance with
the National
Environmental
Policy Act.  Over
the past several
months, Devon has
been key to bringing
the Earth Day 
Festival to 
the Presidio.

“It is easy to be an
environmentalist in a
place as beautiful as the Presidio,” said
Devon.  “There are so many opportunities
here to re-think the way people work and
live, and to share the new ideas we
generate with other communities.  Given
the time and energy that so many people
have devoted to making this community a
reality, I am thrilled that Earth Day at the
Presidio has given us a chance to celebrate
the environmental vision that makes this
national park so special.”

Did you know that the Presidio was
nearly home to the United Nations?
In 1945 President Truman invited
the U.N. to establish its headquarters
at the Presidio.  While New York and
Geneva ultimately became the 
headquarters of the world body,
today the Resource Center for the
United Nations guarantees that the
national park thrives as an epicenter
for conversation and debate about
global affairs.

Founded in 1996 by Bay Area
chapters of the United Nations 
Association in cooperation with 
the U.N. Department of Public
Information, the mission of the
Center is to educate the public about
the United Nations organizational
system and the scope of its work.

The Center collaborates with
many local non-governmental 
organizations and universities to

RESOURCE CENTER FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
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WALKING TO REMEMBER

POST EXCHANGE GRILL 

P R E S I D I O  V O L U N T E E R  G A L E N  D I L L M A N  H O N O R S  O U R  N A T I O N ’ S  V E T E R A N S

The Presidio Trust received more than 1,000
applications from undergraduate and
graduate students throughout the nation
and the world for its first ever summer
internship program.  Twenty-seven students
have been selected to work in the fields of
Computer Design, Transportation, Historic
Preservation, Environmental Engineer and
Planning, among others.  Participants
receive a stipend and housing on the
Presidio.  The interns will arrive in June.

As visitors enter the Lombard Gate, one of the first structures they
encounter is the historic Post Exchange Grill.  Originally constructed 
in 1920 for $4,000, the Post Exchange was the terminus of a 
streetcar line that connected San Francisco and the Presidio until
1945.  In keeping with the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroads’
tradition during this era, the building is constructed in Spanish
Colonial Revival style.

In its long life, the L-shaped structure has served as a restaurant, a
military police station and medical service offices.  The coming months,
however, will bring about dramatic change when the building is
reborn as the Presidio Information Center, becoming the new location
of the Presidio residential leasing and property management office.

The new Information Center will welcome park visitors with
information about the Presidio’s tenants, building locations and
activities.  The building rehabilitation is expected to be completed
within the next four months.  The National Park Service Visitor’s
Center on the Main Post (Building 102) will continue to serve as the
primary location for visitor and interpretive services.

Saturday, May 15, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Profiles in Courage: Presidio Ceremony and Angel Island Tour

Learn about the experience of Asian Pacific Americans at the Presidio and
Angel Island.  Activities will include an historic walking tour of the Presidio,
a ceremony honoring U.S. Senator Daniel Akaka and a cruise to Angel
Island for a living history performance and documentary film screening.
Pre-registration is required.  Cost for the cruise is $25 per person, children
under 12 free.  Other programming is free.  Call 415.921.5007. 20 26

Saturday, June 26, 9 a.m.

The Presidio Rocks

Explore 160 million years of geologic and
natural history culminating in the
establishment of the Presidio on a three mile
walk.  Meet at the William Penn Mott Jr.
Visitor Center.  For more information call
415.561.4323.

Sunday, June 20, 10 a.m.

Main Post Walk

Explore the “heart” of the Presidio and
appreciate its architectural styles while
learning about this former Army post’s
past and the plans for the future.  Meet
at the Main Post flagpole.  For more
information call 415.561.4323.

John Berry
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Donald Fisher

Amy Meyer

Mary Murphy

William Reilly

Toby Rosenblatt

Internships

There are almost five hundred historic buildings in the National Historic 
Landmark District of the Presidio.  In the next few years, a majority of these
buildings will be rehabilitated and adaptively reused.

Rehabilitation of an historic building is a careful process which makes an old
building functional for its new use without losing the features that make it special.

Since the passage of the National Historic Preservation Act in 1966, a myriad of economic 
incentives, rehabilitation guidelines, building code provisions and products have been developed
for the adaptive reuse of historic buildings.  These have been used very effectively nationwide to
revitalize downtowns and bring new life to national historic landmark districts.

These tools will be invaluable in achieving our goal of protecting the heritage of the Presidio 
while transforming this national park into a vital community that operates within the delicate 
historical context of this oldest of American military bases.

The challenges that the Presidio faces are varied and difficult.  However, it is the enthusiastic 
belief of our entire organization that adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of the many buildings 
that make up this historic national park will be key to creating a vibrant place 
that retains its historic character.

PRESIDIO REHABILITATION
Compliance Manager

Board Members

Yours very truly,

Cherilyn Widell
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Tuesday, June 15, 7:30 p.m.

GGNRA Advisory Commission Meeting:

Public Hearing on Draft Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement

Come share your input on the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
for the Letterman Complex.  Upper Fort Mason
Center.  For more information call 415.561.5300.

develop programs and activities that
reflect the United Nations’ 
guiding principles.  Using multi-
media displays, a library, school
outreach programs and international
conferences, the Center offers
resources in six areas: peace and
security, economic and social 

PRESIDIO TENANT ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT

The soon-to-be Presidio

Information Center 

formerly served as the 

Post Exchange Grill.

Photo courtesy of the GGNRA Archives, 
Photo #P91-005.

WHEN PASSING THE UNIFORM ROWS OF WHITE 
MEMORIALS THAT MARK THE FINAL RESTING PLACE 
OF MANY BAY AREA VETERANS, IT CAN BE EASY TO
FORGET THAT WITH EACH GRAVESTONE THERE IS A
STORY TO BE TOLD...

9
Wednesday, June 9, 6 to 9 p.m.

Monthly Planning Workshop

Discussion will focus on the
Presidio’s Vegetation Management
Plan.  Meeting will be held at the
William Penn Mott Jr. Visitor
Center, Building 102.  Call
415.561.5300 for directions.18

Tuesday, May 18, 7:30 p.m.

GGNRA Advisory Commission Meeting:

Public Hearing on Draft Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement

Come share your input on the Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Letterman Complex.  Upper Fort Mason Center.
For more information call 415.561.5300.

Yet one man, Galen Dillman, a
Korean War veteran and a National
Park Service volunteer since 1994,
conveys to Presidio visitors the rich
history of the San Francisco National
Cemetery and its role in honoring
many local heroes.

On two Tuesdays each month,
Dillman hosts the National 
Cemetery Walk, a tour that intro-
duces participants to some of the
most colorful figures in America’s
military history.  Dillman’s own
research into his family’s genealogical
history sparked him to investigate
the lives of some of the cemetery’s
most fascinating, yet largely 
forgotten, inhabitants such as
Pauline Cushman Fryer, part-time
actress and full-time spy for the
Union Army during the Civil War.

San Francisco National Ceme-
tery is one of the oldest military
installations in the United States

and the first national cemetery on the
West Coast.  Established in December
of 1884, the site expanded from its
original 9.5 acres to the more than
28 acres it occupies today.  San
Francisco National Cemetery is
home to 35 Medal of Honor
winners and to such giants in San
Francisco history as Major Dana
Crissy, for whom Crissy Field is
named, and the Honorable Phillip
Burton, whose 1972 federal 
legislation set the stage for the
Presidio to become part of the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area.

Dillman hosted a special 
Memorial Day tour of San Francisco
National Cemetery.  Activities at 
the Cemetery also included the
traditional placement of a flag at
each grave by the Boy Scouts of
America.  For more information
about the National Cemetery Walk,
please call 415.561.4323.

RESOURCE CENTER 
FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO

Galen Dillman served as a 

Staff Sergeant in the Air Force

during the Korean War.

Photo Credit: Brenda Tharp

development, international law,
humanitarian affairs, human rights
and the environment.

Last year, in celebration of the
50th anniversary of the U.N. Decla-
ration on Human Rights, the Center
commissioned the documentary film
Fighting for Our Rights, A Tribute to
San Francisco Human Rights Heroes.
The film was produced by Presidio-
based Steelworks and shown at the
U.N. in December.

In his recent visit to the Presidio
Officer’s Club, U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan commended the
Resource Center for bringing U.N.
principles to the Presidio and
surrounding community.  He said, “I
see that the U.N. is alive and well in
your community and that you believe
in the values that we fight for.”

For more information, please call
415.561.6810.

Please visit the Trust’s web site
(www.presidiotrust.gov) to view a summary
of the Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement (DSEIS) for the Letterman
Complex and to learn of other important
dates and events.

Web Site

The San Francisco National

Cemetery in the Presidio

was the first of its kind on

the West Coast.


