
Incorporating the community’s input,
Letterman Digital Arts has revised
its design for a digital arts campus at
the Presidio’s Letterman Complex to
increase open space, improve public
access and enhance the experience of 
park visitors.

Plans and a model of the 
modified proposal are now available
for review and comment.

The 60-day public review period
is the latest step in a two-year
community-oriented effort to plan
for reuse of 23-acres on the park’s
eastern edge.  The site is now
dominated by functionally obsolete
former hospital and research buildings,
as well as an asphalt parking lot.

The Presidio Trust is seeking a
plan that beautifies the area and
creates new life and vitality, while
generating funds to operate and
enhance the Presidio as a whole.

The Presidio Trust Board of
Directors endorsed the digital arts
center concept in May.  The new
facility would house affiliated 
non- and for- profit organizations 
working in the fields of digital 
innovation, the arts and education.

GET INVOLVED

Representatives from Letterman
Digital Arts presented their design
for review and comment at a Presidio
Trust community workshop held last
month.  If you were unable to attend
that gathering, please view the plans
at the Presidio Trust Library (34
Graham Street), or the Presidio Trust
Information Office (558 Letterman
Drive).  The plans are also available
on www.presidiotrust.gov.

Though public comment will be
welcomed until August 15, the Trust
will share ideas and suggestions
received before July 31 with historic
preservation agencies that are
consulting on project design.
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PARK WITHIN A PARK

Enhancing the site’s natural landscape
is a key goal of the Trust.  Central to
the proposed design is a 7-acre open
space – a park within a park – that
would be fully accessible to the
public for recreation and relaxation.

Collectively referred to as a
“great meadow,” the area would
feature:

• A network of pathways connecting
the campus to surrounding
neighborhoods and the rest of
the Presidio

• Views of the Golden Gate Bridge
and the Palace of Fine Arts

• A running creek and a lagoon
• Preserved stands of pine and

eucalyptus trees

A café and a coffee bar open to
the public would also create new
“destinations” for Presidio visitors.
Reversing the “paving of paradise,”
the parking lot that now occupies
this acreage would be moved 
below ground.  Overall, the site
encompasses 15-acres of open space.

ARCHITECTURAL 
EXCELLENCE

The new construction must respect
the park’s National Historic 
Landmark District status and be 
in harmony with the rest of 
the Presidio.  Letterman Digital Arts
proposes to construct buildings with
materials historically used at the
Presidio, such as brick and stucco.
The red and cream color scheme
that characterizes the park would
also be echoed.

Being a good neighbor to the
surrounding community is a high
priority as this project is shaped. 
In response to comments from 
park neighbors, several design 
modifications were made.  For
example, the scale of some structures
was reduced and more open space
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News Briefs 

Short-Term Leasing Update
Is your organization interested in joining
the Presidio community for a period of up
to 5 years?  We are pleased to announce
that 10 historic buildings at the Presidio’s
Letterman Complex and Crissy Field are
now available for short-term lease.

This is the second short-term leasing
opportunity to be made available this
year.  The Trust is currently considering
proposals from educational and
community-based organizations for
select buildings within the Public Health
Service Hospital Complex.  In September,
the Presidio will also welcome Drew
School students, who will attend class at
the park while their permanent facility in
San Francisco is renovated.

This short-term leasing effort
complements the Presidio Trust’s
community planning process – beginning
this month – to update the park’s general
management plan (see Events).  While
the long-term use of park sites is
considered, the Trust is making some
buildings available on a temporary basis.

Short-term leasing will preserve historic
buildings through reuse, bring new
vitality to areas where there has been
little public use in recent years, and raise
funds to operate and enhance the
Presidio.

The buildings now available are historic
World War I-era warehouses.  Following
renovation within historic guidelines,
these structures can be reused as open
plan office space.

We welcome proposals from a wide
variety of organizations.  To learn more,
please visit www.presidiotrust.gov/
real_estate or call 415.561.2111.

DIGITAL BY DESIGN

was included between the campus
and the neighborhood beyond the
park’s walls.

A SUSTAINABLE 
TOMORROW

Architects are proposing sustainable
features – including innovations in
lighting, ventilation and water 
reclamation – that would protect the
park’s natural landscape and be
friendly to the environment.  Project
designers would look to national
standards for gauging the environmental
performance of buildings.

Reuse of the Letterman site 
will generate private funds – not 
taxpayer dollars – to enhance a now 
underused area of the park.
Revenues generated through the
Letterman project, the largest such
endeavor that will be undertaken at
the Presidio, will be ploughed back
into park operations, natural area
restoration and public programs.

H e l p  S h a p e  T h e  F u t u r e  O f  T h e  L e t t e r m a n  P r o j e c t

In a nod to history, elements of the

campus’ architecture such as a domed

pavilion building (shown above) are

influenced by the Panama Pacific

International Exposition, which was held

on the site in 1915.

Acclaimed landscape architect Lawrence

Halprin designed the site’s proposed

“Great Meadow.”  In total, the campus

would boast 15-acres of open space.
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12
July

Wednesday, July 12, 6 to 9 p.m.

Updating The Presidio Plan – 

A Public Scoping Workshop

A community-oriented process to update the general
plan for the Presidio begins this month.  It’s your park –
come share your ideas for its future!  Please join us at
the Log Cabin to kick off this important planning
effort.  Catch the shuttle from the Lombard Gate.  For
more information, call 415.561.5418.

PRESIDIO TENANT PARTNER SPOTLIG

5&6
Saturday and Sunday, August 5 and 6, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sixth Annual Aloha Festival

Head over to the Presidio’s Main Parade Ground for a celebration of
Pacific island arts, crafts and food.  Enjoy continuous live
entertainment from dance and instrumental groups, workshops in lei
making, ukulele lessons, Hawaiian quilt making and a visit with
Leo’hu and Company featuring a “talk story” with Aunty Mahilani
Poepoe (Hawaii’s most respected kupuna).  Admission is free.  Parking
fee is $5.  Visit www.pica-org.org for more information.  Mahalo. 18

Tuesday, July 18, Noon to 1 p.m.

Tennessee Hollow Watershed Walk

A moderate lunch hour walk will explore
the history of this unique ecosystem.
Discover El Polin Spring and learn about
plans to restore this riparian corridor to the
saltwater marsh at Crissy Field.  Meet at
Inspiration Point just inside the Arguello
Gate.  Call 415.561.4323 for details.

Did You Know...?
By Jim Meadows

Presidio Trust Executive Director

PRESIDIO FILLS HOUSING GAP FOR SAN FRANCISCO STATE STUDENTS

new group of neighbors is
joining the Presidio

community in August as a result
of an innovative agreement
between the Presidio Trust and
San Francisco State University.

In May, representatives of San
Francisco State University
approached the Presidio Trust
seeking relief from a short-term
housing crunch faced by students
arriving for class in the fall.  Due
to a variety of challenges with on-
campus units, a shortfall of units
threatened to leave numerous
students without housing.

Meanwhile, here at the park,
apartments in the Presidio’s East
Housing area formerly occupied
by the Department of Defense
were in need of upgrades.

Presented with these two
challenges, our organizations have
partnered to craft a solution that
benefits both the students and the
park.

San Francisco State University
has agreed to finance the
modernization of three dozen
apartments in the Presidio’s
MacArthur neighborhood.  The
units will then be home to 180
full-time junior, senior and
graduate students, in time for
next semester.  Building
improvements will include
plumbing repairs, electrical
upgrades and painting, which the
University will fund in lieu of
rent for a specified period of time.
Students will have the option to
live at the Presidio for two years,

joining approximately 400
students already residing at the
park. 

These students will enter a diverse
community working to
demonstrate ways of living that
are in harmony with the
environment.  In keeping with
this philosophy, they will be
encouraged to take advantage of
alternative forms of
transportation and will be
provided with MUNI "Fast
Passes" by San Francisco State
University.  A new resident
orientation is also being planned
to share the many ways the
students can "connect" with their
community, including an array of
volunteer programs.  

We are very pleased that the
Presidio Trust and San Francisco
State University have reached this
win-win solution.  Please join us
in welcoming the park’s newest
residents.

Donald Fisher
Jennifer L. Hernandez
Ira Michael Heyman
Amy Meyer

Mary Murphy
William Reilly
Toby Rosenblatt

AA

The Archive’s stored collection of Internet content is

comparable in size to the 20 million books housed at

the Library of Congress.

Rebuild Presidio
Think Globally, Act Locally.

People who live and work at the Presidio
recently took the advice of this much quoted
mantra and joined a crusade to slash national
energy consumption by making local homes
and workplaces more efficient. 

In April of 1999, the Presidio community
became one of 160 neighborhoods across the
nation to enlist in the U.S. Department of
Energy’s “Rebuild America” program, a
grassroots energy efficiency effort.  

Putting the “build” in community-building, the
program links a voluntary network of partners
who work together to create an efficiency
program tailored to their area’s unique needs.
The two lead partners in the Presidio’s
partnership, the Presidio Trust and the
Presidio Alliance, have come together to
christen “Rebuild Presidio.”

The program is engaging both park residents
and tenants in a quest to reduce energy use at
the park 35 percent by 2010.  For example, its
Community Energy Awareness Program
(CEAP) reaches out to small business tenants
in historic park buildings to promote energy
awareness.  CEAP encourages the use of
energy efficient products such as lighting,
appliances, and office equipment.  Tenants
can buy these products at reduced costs by
joining together in buying groups – not unlike
traditional co-ops.  The same campaign will
soon be extended to people who live at the
Presidio.

The outcomes of this past year’s partnership
will be shared with the community this fall at
the “Rebuild Presidio Energy Fair.”  Look to the
Presidio Post in coming weeks for details.  If
you or your company is interested in learning
more about Rebuild Presidio, please contact
the Trust at 415.561.4294 or the Alliance at
415.561.3993.

Located in a small wood-frame building 
that formerly served as the post’s general 
store, the homey exterior of the Presidio’s
Internet Archive belies the high-tech endeavor
afoot within.

The non-profit organization is busily
compiling a permanent, historical record of
World Wide Web pages before our fast-moving
culture dooms them to the virtual recycle bin.
To date, over one billion web pages have been
saved for posterity, and the collection is 
growing at a rate of about 2 “terabyes” (roughly
a million books) per month.

Advances in digital technology make this
feat possible.  Collaborations with the Library
of Congress and the Smithsonian Institution
also support the work of the Archives.

The Internet Archive is much like a 
library, except its shelves contain computers,
not books.  Just as libraries preserve society’s

free access
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cultural artifacts and provide public access 

to them, the Internet Archive has extended 

this function into the digital world.  The 

organization collects “snapshots” of publicly

accessible Internet sites with the purpose of

offering researchers, historians and scholars

August

Rebuild Presidio representatives recently

discussed the “Presidio challenge” at a

gathering of program participants from

across the nation.

San Francisco State University students

will live in the Presidio’s MacArthur

neighborhood for two years.  

Board Members
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In May, I hopped aboard Amtrak in
Memphis, Tennessee, and traveled
2,000 miles across the plains, Rocky
Mountains and Nevada desert to
take my place in the Presidio Trust’s
second summer program for graduate
and undergraduate students.

It is an experience most students
could only dream of.  We are living
and working at the park for ten weeks,
gaining hands-on job experience and
making an important contribution
to the preservation of one of 
America’s most special places.  Our
fields include historic preservation,
transportation planning, energy
conservation and countless others.

Meeting new people and learning
more about our careers of choice are
two perks of the internship.  Living
together in historic Pershing Hall,
within view of the Golden Gate

OUR UNFORGETTABLE PRESIDIO SUMMER
M y  J o u r n e y  F r o m  G r a c e l a n d  T o  T h e  G o l d e n  G a t e

LIGHT

Thursday Evenings, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Mindfulness Meditation

Feeling stressed after a hard week at work?
Come to the Interfaith Center at the Presidio
(130 Fisher Loop) for a session focused on
self-awareness and peace of mind.  Classes
include meditation and discussion.  All
sessions are free and open to the public.  Call
510.663.1457 for details and directions.

Daily Through Mid-September, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Gateway to Gold Mountain

Learn about the journey and struggle of Asians who
entered America through the Angel Island
Immigration Station.  Through poetry, photos and
text, an exhibit now on display at the Presidio Visitor
Center (102 Montgomery Street, Main Post) examines
the experiences of Chinese and Japanese immigrants
from 1910 to 1940.  For details, call 415.561.4323.

Bridge, also makes our experience a
memorable one.

My goal as a public affairs intern
is to help keep people informed
about what is happening at the park
and to involve more people in
Presidio activities.  However, being
from the South, I also intend to
discover different cultures I would
not learn about in my home city.

More than 2,000 students applied
for the program, said internship
supervisor Carolyn Provost.

“I hope you gain knowledge and
work experience,” said Provost, who
works as an equal opportunity and
training officer.  “We also want you
to have a lot of fun while you are
here in San Francisco.”

And that’s exactly what we plan
to do.

ccess to the digital collection.

oday, accessing the Archive’s collection
res special programming skills.  However,
expected that tools and methods will be
oped one day soon to give the general
c easy and meaningful access to this
h of information.

ounded in 1996, the Internet Archive’s
ction has largely been provided by 
her Presidio tenant, Alexa Internet.  Last

the Archive began to grow a larger 
ction, and now even uses its website 
licit contributions from the public.  In 
ion to developing its own collection, 
Archive is working to promote the 
ation of other Internet libraries at home
broad.

o learn more about the work of the 
net Archive, visit their website at
archive.org.

A QUAIL TALE
C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  S t a t e  B i r d  D w i n d l e s  I n  S F ,  B u t  S u r v i v e s  I n  A  P r e s i d i o  R e f u g e

Since early June, Presidio motorists,
bicyclists and pedestrians accustomed
to warnings like “Stop” or “Yield”
have encountered an unconventional
traffic sign.  These vibrant yellow
placards are part of a new effort to
save the California Quail, a native
bird species that is near extinction in
San Francisco but that is holding its
own at the Presidio.

Experts believe that 16 California
Quail make their home at the 
park, the largest population in the 
San Francisco area.  Through a new
campaign, officials are advising
tenants, residents and visitors at 
the Presidio to be cautious behind
the wheel.

“We hope that the signs will
increase awareness of the presence of
Quail in the Presidio and encourage
people to drive slowly through 
sensitive areas,” said Damien Raffa,
Presidio Trust Natural Resources
Specialist.  In May, two Quail were
killed by automobiles.

The California Quail is a 10 inch
hen-like bird with distinctive head

July 29 to September 4

Restored Vision

View images of nature at the newly restored wetlands,
taken by students participating in GGNPA’s Help Grow
Crissy Field K-8 Education Program.  Black and white
photos capture the volunteers’ efforts to restore habitat
areas, plant seeds, monitor birds and find animal tracks.
The exhibit is hosted by the Presidio Alliance, 563 Ruger
Street.  Call 415.561.3993 for hours.

THIRTY STUDENTS FROM ACROSS THE NATION AND THE
WORLD TRAVELED BY PLANE, TRAIN AND AUTOMOBILE
TO PARTICIPATE IN A FABLED RITE OF PASSAGE: THE
SUMMER INTERNSHIP.

Ongoing

“As a former Army brat, I can clearly see the
historic importance of preserving the Presidio,
and I wasn’t going to turn down the
opportunity to aid in its preservation.” 

– Angela Allen, Villanova University

“I hope through this internship, I can not only
gain knowledge from my field of accounting
and system design, but also get first hand
understanding about how Americans preserve
precious natural and historic resources.” 

– Monica Zhuang, University of
Florida

“It is my first opportunity to work full-time in
the field of my future.” 

– Heather Bressler, California State
University at Monterey Bay

“I took this internship because
telecommunications is an interesting field,
and I wanted to learn more about it.  I hope to
come away with a few solid friendships and
some good experiences in the workplace and
in San Francisco.” 

– Ethan Linen, Williams College

“I couldn’t have found a better place to study
historic preservation.  It’s a win-win
situation.”

– Christine Wiltberger, Ball State
University

DeShuna is a graduate of Jackson State

University.

plumes.  Ground-dwellers, they fly
only as a last resort.

Quail chicks typically hatch at
the Presidio in mid-June.  In short
order, the young leave their nest 
to feed, making the chicks more
vulnerable than species which stay 
in their nests.  Though Quail run 12
miles per hour and can reach 
speeds of up to 58 miles per hour
when forced to take to the air, they
often cannot escape an oncoming
automobile.

Quail can live as long as nine
years, but many do not make 
it through their first few months. 
“To survive, Quail need either 
undisturbed natural areas or human-
use areas which are diligently
managed,” says Point Reyes Bird
Observatory Associate Josiah Clark. 

It is estimated that San Francisco’s
population of California Quail may
be fewer than 50 birds.  Only 12
Quail survive in Golden Gate Park,
compared to 1,200 a century ago.
The decrease can be attributed 
to increased human activity, a 
reduction in habitat and the dangers
posed by free-roaming cats and dogs.
California Quail, the state’s official
bird, is on the National Audubon
Society’s Watch List, which high-
lights birds whose populations are 
in decline.

Park officials are also encouraging
pet owners to keep their animals on
a leash and to avoid feeding
Racoons, Skunks and Opossums,
common Quail predators.

By DeShuna Moore

To report Quail sightings at the Presidio,

please call 415.561.4449. 

Thirty students are living, learning,

working and playing at the Presidio this

summer.

IN OUR WORDS

40161_item1  6/30/00  11:52 AM  Page 3



34 Graham Street

P.O. Box 29052

San Francisco

California 94129-0052

Voice: 415.561.5300

Fax: 415.561.5315

presidio@presidiotrust.gov

www.presidiotrust.gov

Library Hours:

Weekdays

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

✁
To save and preserve the Presidio, we need to know what aspect of the Presidio’s
future is most important to you.

Please put a “1, 2, or 3” on each line. “1” is the most important.

— Revitalizing Presidio Forest

— Increasing open space

— Increasing trails

— Providing housing near Presidio jobs

— Restoring Mountain Lake

— Providing space for non-profits

— Educating visitors on historic/cultural past

— Restoring riparian corridors

— Protecting native plants

— Achieving financial sustainability

— Retrofitting historic buildings

— Creating an arts community

— Creating a technology center

— Managing traffic

— Other:

❏ I have the following questions/comments:

❏ I support saving and preserving the Presidio and its natural landscapes for 
public access.

❏ You may use my name as a supporter of your efforts.
signature:

❏ I’d like to get involved. Please inform me of upcoming community meetings.

name

address

city/state/zip

phone (day) phone (evening)

fax email

Your Help is Needed...

PLEASE RETURN THIS SURVEY TO:
Presidio Trust

P.O. Box 29052 • 34 Graham Street
San Francisco, CA  94129

Your ideas can also be emailed to
savethepresidio@presidiotrust.gov.

REMINDER!
Wednesday, July 12, 6 to 9 p.m.
Log Cabin, 1299 Storey Avenue
Updating The Presidio Plan – 
A Public Scoping Workshop

For more information, call 415.561.5418.

Through a congressional mandate the Presidio must

become self-sufficient by 2013 or face potential

closure.

We seek to preserve our natural

landscape, protect our historical

and cultural resources, and 

maintain the park for families,

trail lovers, and other recreational

users now and in the future.

However, we need your help.  The Presidio Trust is 

launching a public process to update our plan – one which

includes environmental protection and clean-up, housing,

and space for a diverse array of organizations at the Presidio.

We’d like to hear what your vision is for the Park.  Your

input is critical to our effort to preserve this national jewel.

Toby Rosenblatt

Chairman of the Board, 

The Presidio Trust
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