
The Presidio Trust Board of Directors
will begin exclusive negotiations
with Lucasfilm’s Letterman Digital
Arts Ltd. to redevelop a 23-acre site
at the Presidio’s Letterman Complex.   

The Board also identified the
Digital Arts Center as its preferred
alternative land use in the recently
published draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS) for the Letterman area.  The
Trust has extended the public
comment period on the Environ-
mental Impact Statement for 45
days in order to receive additional
feedback from the community.  The
public and interested parties are
encouraged to submit comments on
the preferred alternative or any of
the other alternatives described in
the draft SEIS until August 2.

After consideration of public
comment, the Trust will publish a
final SEIS.  Selection of a preferred
alternative is required under the
National Environmental Policy Act,
and does not indicate a final land use
decision by the Trust.

Throughout the competitive
process to select an organization
with which to enter into lease 
negotiations, nearly 1,500 people
have provided input in public 
meetings.  Hundreds of additional
people have been part of meetings of
the Golden Gate National Recreation
Area Advisory Commission.  The
Trust also received over 300 letters,
phone calls and e-mail responses
expressing support for specific teams
or recommending selection criteria.
More than twenty community 
and planning groups made 
formal recommendations on uses or
selection criteria. 

LETTERMAN DIGITAL ARTS ANNOUNCED
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d  e x t e n d e d  f o r  4 5  d a y s
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The Letterman Digital Arts Ltd.
(LDA) proposal would be designed
to create a campus-like setting that
would be home to for-profit and
non-profit enterprises including
Industrial Light & Magic, LucasArts
Entertainment Company, The THX
Group, Lucas Learning Ltd., and 
the George Lucas Educational 
Foundation.  The Lucas project
proposes to offer a digital arts
archive open to historians and 
scholars and would bring artists,
technicians, crafts people and 
engineers, researchers and business
people to the Presidio.

The LDA proposal also includes
an Advanced Digital Training 
Institute which would offer study in
computer graphics.  A public café
and coffee bar would welcome 
visitors to the site.  Letterman 
Digital Arts affiliated companies
would work with the Trust and the
National Park Service to interpret
Presidio history.

LDA would deliver on a 
number of Trust objectives by
providing a focus on learning and
education, high-tech innovation,
arts education, scientific discovery,
creative arts, and public outreach.
Lucasfilm’s LDA affiliated group 
also meets the additional Trust 
and General Management Plan
Amendment goal for a single 
user that concentrates on research,
education and 21st century 
uses while demonstrating ways 
to provide enhanced visitor 
experiences at the Presidio.  Its 
traffic demand management 
plan promotes the Trust’s goals 
of minimizing traffic and 
parking impacts.
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1 The Main Post
2 Crissy Field
3 Fort Point and

the Golden Gate Bridge
4 Fort Scott
5 Coastal Bluffs
6 Presidio Forest
7 Cavalry Stables
8 San Francisco National

Military Cemetery
9 Letterman Complex

10 Housing Areas
11 Presidio Golf Course
12 Public Health Service Center
13 Lobos Creek Valley

Vegetation Management Plan
The Presidio Trust and the National
Park Service, in partnership with the
Golden Gate National Parks
Association, have prepared a draft
Presidio Vegetation Management
Plan that addresses the long-term
care and restoration of the Presidio’s
historic forest, native plant
communities and landscaped areas.

The public is encouraged to
comment on the draft plan at the 
July 20 and August 17 meetings of
the Golden Gate National Recreation
Area Advisory Commission.  The
meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
Building 201 at Fort Mason.
Summaries of the plan may be
obtained by calling 415.561.5300 or by
visiting the Presidio Trust’s web site
at www.presidiotrust.gov.

Members of the community are
invited to observe existing conditions
first-hand, learn about specific
proposed treatments for areas and
discuss the issues on-site with
technical staff during two summer
walking tours of representative sites.
Please meet at Building 1750 on the
Presidio (near the 25th Avenue
entrance) on Saturday, July 10 at 
9:30 a.m. and Thursday, August 5 
at 5:30 p.m.

The public comment period on the
draft plan ends on September 21.
Comments may be forwarded to
presidioveg@nps.gov.
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

PLAN WORKSHOP

The Presidio Trust and
the National Park
Service hosted a
workshop to explore
the draft Presidio
Vegetation
Management Plan.  The
proposal, developed in
partnership with the Golden Gate
National Parks Association,
considers strategies for managing
the park’s historic forest, native
plant communities and landscape
areas over the coming decades.
Following a presentation on the
plan, community members met in
small groups to discuss the
proposal in detail.

CALIFORNIA AIDS

RIDE 6

More than
2,700 cyclists
journeyed
through the
Presidio as
part of the 6th
Annual
California AIDS
Ride.  Participants
departed from Fort Mason
on the first leg of a seven
day, 580 mile quest to
raise funds to benefit
AIDS services
organizations.

ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES

The Presidio Trust is
experimenting with a
demonstration Electric Rav4
Sport Utility Vehicle and a
Compressed Natural Gas Van
from Toyota and Ford Motor
Companies.  The Presidio 
Trust continues to study the role
that alternative vehicles,
including electric bicycles, can
play in the Presidio’s
transportation planning.

SWORDS TO PLOWSHARES

On Memorial Day, Swords to Plowshares held a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a first-of-its-kind
Veterans Academy to be located at the Presidio.
The Academy will offer housing, and
vocational and life skills training
designed to restore one hundred
formerly homeless veterans to self-
sufficiency.  During the two year
program, some participants will be
welcomed onto the Presidio Trust
staff in order to gain experience in a
variety of job fields. 

The now-abandoned Letterman Hospital would be replaced with

structures compatible with the Presidio’s historic architecture.

More than 1,500 members of the

community participated in public 

meetings to discuss the future of the

Letterman Complex.  The public comment

period ends on August 2.

The Great Lawn is a central feature of the

Letterman Digital Arts proposal.
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Faifua Tumanuvao, a Presidio Trust total
maintenance system technician, is part of a
team ensuring that the maintenance needs
of Presidio tenants are always met.  At the
work order desk, Faifua fields calls from
both residential and non-residential tenants
on issues ranging from environmental
safety to telecommunications concerns.
Efficient operation of the work order desk
allows the Trust’s Facilities staff to assist
tenants quickly and effectively.

Faifua, a native Samoan, moved to the
United States in 1995.  As a resident of
the Presidio, Faifua is
able to
successfully
balance her career
and her life as a
wife and mother of
five children.  She
says living and
working at the
Presidio has allowed
her to see the
importance of
maintaining a
connection with the park’s tenants.

“I really love my job,” said Faifua.  “The
scenery of the park reminds me of my 
home in Samoa.  I feel proud that I can 
play even a small part in preserving such a
beautiful place.”

What do Global Grocery Bags,
Calorie Counting, and Fiber to
Fashion have in common?  They are
the names of lesson plans designed
by Food, Land & People (FLP).

FLP was founded in 1988 
when conservationists, environmental
educators, agriculturists and 
government officials met to address
Americans’ lack of knowledge about
agriculture and natural resource
management.  The result was a 
non-profit, national education
project to provide educators with
lesson materials to teach agricultural,
environmental, economic and
cultural issues to students in
preschool through grade 12.

As the program expanded, FLP
established a presence at the Presidio
to meet the needs of its partners
throughout the United States and
the world.  FLP shares the Presidio’s
vision of creating a network of 
organizations devoted to improving

FOOD, LAND & PEOPLE
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FUNSTON AVENUE DISCOVERIES

PRESIDIO GATE RESTORED

P R E S I D I O  T R U S T ,  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  A N D  U . C .  B E R K E L E Y  P A R T N E R S H I P

Please join the Presidio Trust for a
discussion on planning for the Public
Health Service Hospital Complex.  The
Trust has initiated a competitive 
process to select a tenant or tenants to
replace or rehabilitate existing 
structures.  The workshop will be held 
on July 14 at the Golden Gate Club from 
6 to 9 p.m.

Presidio Gate is one of four historic entrances to the Presidio from San
Francisco.  The gate was completed in 1897 during a period of Presidio
expansion that witnessed a fourfold increase in the number of troops
garrisoned at the post in just two decades.  Reflecting a national trend in
military architecture toward masonry construction during the mid-1890’s,
the Army began constructing masonry buildings and a perimeter stone
wall and gates in the Presidio.  The gates and wall beautified the post and
served the pragmatic purpose of creating a tangible, continuous line of
demarcation between the base and adjacent private property.  Generally,
the gates were unguarded and open to the public.

Today, the Presidio Trust, in partnership with the National Park Service
and the Golden Gate National Parks Association, is restoring the 
historic masonry posts and iron gate.  The project will result in a park
entrance that is wider and safer for pedestrians, bicycles and vehicles.
Plans also include the addition of a memorial plaza and Presidio Forest
overlook honoring the late James R. Harvey, a long-time champion of
America’s national parks.  The Presidio Trust has applied for a Save
America’s Treasures grant to assist with completion of this important 
park improvement.

Tuesday, July 20, 7:30 p.m.

GGNRA Advisory Commission Meeting

Offer comment on the draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Letterman Complex and on the draft Presidio
Vegetation Management Plan.  The public
comment period on the SEIS has been extended
until August 2.  Meet at the Fort Mason Center,
Building 201.

Volunteer Days

Looking for a “hands-on” way to preserve and
enhance the natural beauty of the Presidio?  Join
Presidio Park Stewards each Wednesday and Saturday
for Volunteer Work Days.  Participate in field
projects designed to restore and protect endangered
native plant species.  Volunteers can also share their
time and talent at the Native Plant Nursery.  For
more information, please call 415.668.9765.

Planning Workshop

This is an exciting time for the Presidio Trust’s Environmental Program in the
wake of the $100 million Presidio clean-up agreement recently announced by
Representative Nancy Pelosi.  The agreement between the Department of 
the Interior, the U.S. Army and the Presidio Trust transferred lead agency 
environmental clean-up responsibilities from the Army to the Trust.

The Presidio Trust anticipates that the majority of the clean-up activities will be completed 
within seven years, taking two decades off the remediation schedule originally envisioned.  The
Trust is coordinating with regulatory agencies and the community Restoration Advisory Board to
develop a revised schedule that will achieve a thorough clean-up at the park.

The National Park Service and the Trust have already begun clean-up efforts at Crissy Field to
ensure that restoration activities by the Golden Gate National Parks Association continue as
planned.  The philanthropic effort to restore beaches, wetlands and an historic grass airfield at
Crissy Field is expected to be completed by the summer of 2000.

Examples of remediation activities include removing debris and waste from landfills, removing
underground storage tanks and excavating lead-based paint from soil surrounding buildings.

The Trust is looking forward to working closely with the community, the National Park Service
and regulatory agencies to ensure that the environmental clean-up guarantees that the Presidio
meets the high environmental standards appropriate to a national park.

PRESIDIO CLEAN-UP
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Board Members human and natural environments.
FLP strives to increase awareness
about the interactive relationship
between agriculture and environ-
mental sustainability.  The FLP
World Learning Center at the
Presidio hosts forums, interactive

PRESIDIO TENANT ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT

Presidio Gate is a

contributing structure to the

park’s status as a National

Historic Landmark District.

EACH HISTORIC PRESIDIO STRUCTURE HOLDS A KEY TO THE PAST.  THIS SUMMER, THE
PRESIDIO TRUST, IN COOPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY, IS ENGAGED IN A RESEARCH PROJECT
DESIGNED TO UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF THE CIVIL WAR-ERA STRUCTURES ALONG
FUNSTON AVENUE, KNOWN COLLECTIVELY AS OFFICERS’ ROW.
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Thursday, August 5, 5:30 p.m. to sunset

Vegetation Management Plan Walking Tour

and On-Site Workshop

Join the Presidio Trust and the National Park Service
on a walking tour that will explore representative sites
addressed in the draft Presidio Vegetation
Management Plan.  Meet at Building 1750 near the
25th Avenue entrance to the park.  Call 415.561.5413
to sign up.22

Thursday, July 22, 1 to 4 p.m.

Cabrillo Field Excavations Special

Visitors Day

Come explore the site of Cabrillo College’s
Archaeological Technology Program
sponsored in cooperation with the Presidio
Trust and the Golden Gate National Parks
Association.  Meet between Buildings 49 and
50 on the Presidio.

In the coming months and years,
these historic homes will be 
rehabilitated in preparation for their
new proposed use as bed and 
breakfasts.  Alterations will include
landscaping and installation of
water-conserving irrigation.  The
Funston Avenue Archeological
Research Project is designed to 
identify archaeological deposits 
so that they may be preserved 
and protected in anticipation of 
this work.

Students and volunteers from
U.C. Berkeley are excavating along
Funston Avenue each weekday 
until July 30.  Their efforts are 
an important first step in 
understanding the cultural resources
hidden just under the surface of the
Funston homes and will help us

better understand what life was like
for people living at the Presidio
through its extensive history.

The Funston Avenue area 
has a rich past encompassing 
Native American, Spanish-colonial,
Mexican and United States eras.
The structures on Funston Avenue
were built in the Civil War era and
were altered substantially during the
1870s when the entrances to the
buildings were reversed to face
towards San Francisco instead of the
Main Parade Ground.

Project participants from U.C.
Berkeley have studied historical
documents, maps, photographs and
reports from previous archaeological
digs done in the area in preparation
for this field work.  On site, they 
are employing geophysical remote

exhibits, demonstrations, educator
training sessions and field trips.

“By establishing our World
Learning Center here, we will have
the opportunity to bring positive
interaction between education, 
agriculture and the natural resources
communities from around the world
together under one roof in one of the
most naturally beautiful settings –
the Presidio of San Francisco,” said
FLP President Mark Linder.

The public is invited to attend
FLP’s monthly “Chat with a Farmer”
series, which features leaders in the
agricultural and conservation fields.
FLP will participate in a course with
San Francisco State University in
August and host “A Day at the
Presidio of San Francisco” event in
September to bring together leaders
from the educational, agricultural
and environmental communities.
For more information about Food,
Land & People, call 415.561.4445.

The Presidio Trust has negotiated improved
MUNI 82X service that will increase
accessibility to the Presidio from CalTrain,
the Transbay Terminal and Embarcadero
BART.  The Trust’s web site also now
provides information about how to access
the Presidio by public transit and bicycle
from six Bay Area counties and from 
within the City of San Francisco.  Please
visit www.presidiotrust.gov to explore the
transportation section and to offer
feedback.  From the Home Page, click 
on Directions.

Transportation Update

Historically significant artifacts are being

unearthed and studied as part of the

Funston Avenue Archaeological Research

Project.  The endeavor is providing an

important window into the Presidio’s past.

sensing instruments to study buried
objects.  Excavation is also planned
to allow visual inspection of the 
artifacts for analysis.  The materials
from the excavations are screened at
a field lab.

To date, ceramics, construction
debris including Spanish/Mexican
roofing and flooring tiles, post-
holes, animal bone, charcoal, and
glass have been found.

In sponsoring this excavation,
the Trust continues to demonstrate
its commitment to the protection,
preservation and understanding 
of its historical resources.  Please 
feel free to take a walk along
Funston Avenue to visit the 
excavation and ask questions. 
For further information, call
415.561.5069.
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Wednesday, July 21, 1 to 5 p.m.

Tools for Successful Grant-seeking

The Interfaith Center at the Presidio is sponsoring a half-day fundraising
workshop for non-profits led by Ann Caviness, a national expert on
foundation giving and philanthropic support.  The workshop is open to
the public.  Presidio Park Partners are encouraged to attend.  Space is
limited to 40 participants.  The event will be held in the basement of the
Main Post Chapel.  Reservations can be made by calling 415.441.2994.
A $5 registration fee is payable at the door. 15

Sunday, August 15, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Great Scott!

Explore Fort Winfield Scott, the post-
within-a-post once described as 
“the most beautifully located army post
in the country,” on an easy 1-mile walk.
Meet in front of the Log Cabin on
Storey Avenue at the Presidio.  Call
415.561.4323 for more information.

Educators from across California

participated in a two-day workshop at the

Presidio to become trained FLP facilitators.

Staff Spotlight

Yours very truly,

Sharon Reackhof
Environmental Remediation Manager


