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On February 23, the public will have a rare
opportunity to explore nearly two dozen 
historic buildings on the Presidio’s Main
Post. The building visits are part of a day-
long Open House designed to illuminate the
site’s remarkable architectural diversity and
historic character, and highlight current
preservation activities. 

Often referred to as the “heart of the
Presidio,” the Main Post was the 
administrative and social center of the Army
post. Today, the Main Post is the site of
archaeological treasures, as well as buildings
whose diverse styles represent 200 years of
architectural history.

The newly rehabilitated Presidio Officers’
Club, part of which dates from 1776, will be
the event’s starting point and orientation
center. Exhibits at the Officers’ Club and in
the area around it will illustrate the 
archaeological richness of the site, showcasing
materials from Spanish era El Presidio. 

Several Victorian houses on Funston
Avenue that date from the Civil War period
will be open, along with the old stockade, the former Sixth Army Headquarters, and the
Chapel of Our Lady. Guests can also visit several of the stately Montgomery Street barracks
and Pershing Hall, formerly the visiting officers’ quarters. 

Trust staff and many Main Post tenants are excited to showcase their work and the 
buildings they occupy. According to Jody Sanford, event coordinator, “Visitors will have the
opportunity to explore buildings that have been renovated, as well as structures that still need
a lot of work. There will be nearly 100 staff and volunteers available to provide information
about historic buildings and important public open spaces.”

In addition to building tours, the event will include a lunchtime concert by the U.S. Air
Force Band – Travis Brass Quintet. There will also be panel discussions led by local 
preservation architects and other guest experts. National Park Service staff will give walking
tours and a special shuttle bus tour. “Hard Hat” tours of the Presidio Visitor Center, which is
being seismically retrofitted, will be given as well.

Explore The Historic Heart Of The Presidio:

Open House at the Main Post Presidio Main Post Open House
Saturday, February 23, 2002

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Begin at the Presidio Officers’ Club

50 Moraga Avenue at Arguello Boulevard

See OPEN HOUSE, 6

The Events
Self-Guided Site Tours
From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., two dozen sites including historic buildings,
the original Spanish fort and the Main Parade Ground will be open
for visitors to explore.

Main Post Walking and Shuttle Tours
Wander through time and learn about the Main Post’s history and
architecture from NPS rangers and docents. The tours depart at 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. from the Officers’ Club. Shuttle bus tours will
also depart from the Officers’ Club at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

El Presidio Tour
See the boundary of the original Spanish fort, and view artifacts
from the Presidio’s early history. Walking tours of El Presidio will
take place at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Live Music
A lunchtime concert will be provided by the United States Air
Force Band of the Golden West – Travis Brass Quintet. Music
begins at noon.

“Hard Hat” Tour – Presidio Visitor Center
Get an insider’s look at the project to seismically upgrade the NPS
Presidio Visitor Center. “Hard Hat” tours begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m.,
11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.

Children’s Activities
Collect a “Passport to the Presidio” and visit several sites with
activities just for kids. Climb a tree, create “wild” art, and explore a
real Fire Station. The “Passport” program runs from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., with special activities scheduled throughout the day. Finish
the tour and receive a special prize!

Panel Discussions
Compatible New Building Design: Taking Cues from the Past
What guiding principles inform good design in historic areas?
Learn about the cues architects take from existing structures and
their setting in order to create complimentary new construction. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Making Reuse Real: Bridging the Gap from Planning to
Implementation
An incredible array of Main Post buildings must be preserved
through reuse. Panelists will discuss past efforts to bring new uses
and tenants to the Presidio, and examine the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

Making Public Places Come Alive: Enlivening Open Space
Ideas for enhancing the Main Post include creating large new
areas of “green” open space, particularly on the Main Parade
Ground. Landscape architects and historians will discuss how these
new spaces could become active and inviting public places. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Preserving the Past while Protecting the Earth: Historic
Preservation Meets “Green Building”
Can historic buildings be preserved in an “earth friendly” way?
Discover why adaptive reuse is an environmentally responsible
practice, and learn how historic buildings can be given new life by
using “green” materials. 
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF PANELISTS, PLEASE
VISIT WWW.PRESIDIOTRUST.GOV.

The Main Post today.

The Details

The Presidio’s Main Post circa 1930.

The event is free and will take place rain or
shine!

Orientation and Reception
Begin your day at the Officers’ Club, where
you can pick up a map and schedule of 
activities. Displays will describe the Main
Post’s amazing past as well as ideas for its
revitalized future.

Parking and Transportation
Limited free parking is available on the 
Main Post. Use of transit is recommended.
The Presidio Free Shuttle, which begins
operations at 9 a.m. on weekends, connects
with Muni lines 43 and 45 at the Lombard

Gate. The shuttle runs every 30 minutes, and
takes riders directly to the Officers’ Club. For
a full schedule, visit www.presidiotrust.gov.

Services
Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase at The Lost Ladle, a café located in
the Officers’ Club, and at the Presidio
Bowling Alley. Desiree Café in Building 39
will also be open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Restroom facilities will be available in many
of the open buildings.

For Information
Visit www.presidiotrust.gov or call (415) 561-
5418.
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News 
Briefs
Environmental
Assessment on Water
Recycling Proposal
The Presidio Trust
announces plans for water
recycling on the Presidio. A
small and highly effective
water recycling system to be
located within an existing
building would purify 
wastewater from the park,
bringing it up to the highest
water quality standards for
recycled water. The system
would offer the important
benefit of minimizing the
wastewater flow to the city’s
sewer system, while provid-
ing a drought-proof source
of irrigation water for the
National Park Service and
Presidio Trust. The project
would also help significantly
reduce use of limited water
supplies from Lobos Creek
or other sources. The proposed
system takes an aggressive
step toward reducing the 
use of drinkable water for
irrigation.

The Water Recycling
Project Environmental
Assessment (EA) will be
released shortly for public
review and comment. Copies
of the EA will be posted on
our website, be available in
the Trust Library, and be
made available upon request.
Please call the Trust Planning
Department at (415) 561-5414
if you would like to be included
on the EA mailing list.

Golf Course Update
The Presidio Golf Course

has established temporary
winter greens, which give
some of the course’s bent-
grass greens a needed rest.
Other concessions to the
season include playing on
wet fairways, and “cart path
only” restrictions. However,
golfers enjoy reduced green
fees and broader tee time
availability during the winter.

In an effort to reduce use
of toxic chemicals while
improving turf and soil
health, golf course managers
are working with Trust 
sustainability experts to 
evaluate the use of compost
tea on the course greens.
During a trial period, greens
treated with organic compost
tea had longer root length,
less disease, and higher 
density than untreated turf.
“Compost tea has become
an important part of the
Presidio Golf Course pest
management and overall
turf maintenance,” say
Marney Blair and Christa
Conforti of the Trust. Details
of this program, which is a
model for sustainability and
effectiveness, will be pre-
sented at an environmental
conference this spring.

In December, Presidio
Golf Course received the

“Environmental Leader in
Golf” award from the Golf
Course Superintendents
Association of America. This
national award recognizes 
the Presidio Golf Course 
superintendent for a 
commitment to environmental
stewardship. The course
received high marks for
resource conservation, water
quality management, 
pesticide reduction, wildlife
habitat management, and
education and outreach. 

The Presidio Golf Course
is open to the public every
day. Course closures are
kept to a minimum during
the winter. Be sure to check
with the Golf Shop for 
current course conditions by
calling (415) 561-4653.

The Good News Is...
Although the exhibition on
Meiji Japan has finished its
three-month run in the
Presidio Officers’ Club, the
Presidio Café featuring The
Lost Ladle will remain open
in the Officers’ Club. The
café features hearty soups,
salads and sandwiches, as
well as coffee drinks and
desserts. The Lost Ladle is
open 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday. It
will also be open February

Partners in Preservation
The Presidio has historically been a place 

that fostered innovation, and the spirit of 
innovation still resonates in the park today.
Presidio tenants and residents participate in 
a variety of forward-looking programs to
reduce environmental impacts and build a
track record for new practices that can be
replicated elsewhere. For example:

Historic buildings in the park are renovated
with recycled and renewable materials. Eighty
percent of the material from the deconstructed
Letterman Hospital are being reused and recycled.
Presidio composting experts create organic fertilizer 
from our own waste materials, and our golf course is 
winning national recognition for its non-toxic pest 
control program based on natural “compost tea.” We are
installing alternative energy generation technologies 
that will further reduce the park’s reliance on the 
electrical grid. And plans are underway for a 
reclamation facility that will enable us to irrigate with 
recycled water.

Businesses, foundations, not-for-profit
program providers and government work
together to deliver these innovative programs.
San Francisco Conservation Corps trainees
work alongside Presidio Trust crews to restore
landscapes while they acquire leadership skills.
The Audubon Society teams with local 
volunteers and staff from the Trust and the

National Park Service to help restore critical
quail habitat. Presidio tenants, such as the San
Francisco Film Centre, the Thoreau Center,

and Presidio Internet Partners, have restored historic
buildings with private dollars, thus preserving important
public assets at no cost to the taxpayer. 

Clearly, the Presidio is a national park unlike any other –
one where new ideas are worth trying out. The park’s 
mission is a cooperative one that will be accomplished
through partnerships between the public, non-profit, and
private sectors, and fueled by the dedication of people and
organizations that are committed to making this park
experiment a resounding success.

Craig Middleton
Acting Executive Director

23 for the Main Post Open
House.

Official Public Comment
Period on Dog
Management Regulations
in the Park Opens
The National Park Service is
seeking public comment on
a range of options for
addressing appropriate pet
management within the
Golden Gate National
Recreation Area, which
includes the Presidio. The
comment period began on
January 11, and will extend
through March 12. At that
time, the NPS will 
determine whether or not 
to initiate a formal 
rulemaking process.

Currently dogs are
required to be on leash in
all national parks where
dogs are allowed, in order to
assure public and pet safety,
and to protect natural
resources.

Copies of the Advance
Notice of Public Rulemaking
(ANPR) are available at
NPS Visitor Centers, as 
well as many area public
libraries. Written comments
can be mailed to: GGNRA,
Attention: ANPR, Fort
Mason, Building 201, San
Francisco CA 94123; or

faxed to (415) 561-4355.
Comments will be 
welcomed at public 
meetings, to be scheduled 
in the near future. For
meeting locations and dates,
call (415) 561-4728. 

Solar Panels Installed at
Trust Building 1750

The Trust has installed a
solar photovoltaic system for
Building 1750. Grant
monies from the California
Public Utilities Commission
covered 50 percent of the
cost. The system is capable
of producing five kilowatts
of energy, enough solar
power to offset the building’s
peak load by up to 25 
percent. The panels were
installed on a vehicle canopy
that covers the Presidio’s
fleet of electric vehicles, and
should be providing clean
renewable power by the
beginning of February.

Olympic Torch lights up the

dawn sky in the Presidio

during the traditional torch

relay, January 19, 2001.

Photo by Wendy Soderborg.
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24F E B R U A R Y
Sunday, 3:00 p.m.

Voice Recital at the Presidio
Chapel
The public is welcome to this
recital by vocalist Elfa Kagan.
Admission: $12 at the door. For
information, call (415) 682-0301.

24F E B R U A R Y
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Sounds Like Winter
Hear the sounds of winter like
you’ve never heard them before.
During this special outdoor walk,
you will listen in on winter with a
shotgun microphone and a 
handheld MiniDisc recorder.
Fee: $8 per person. Appropriate
for families with children ages
seven and up. A Crissy Field
Center program. For information,
call (415) 561-7752.

17F E B R U A R Y
Sunday, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Pedaling the Presidio
Explore the history and scenery
of the Presidio on a five-mile
ride. Bring your own bike and
helmet. Ride is moderately 
strenuous. Meet ranger James
Osborne at the Crissy Field
Center. Free and appropriate for
all ages. A Crissy Field Center
Program. For more information,
call (415) 561-7752.

20F E B R U A R Y
Wednesday, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Friends of the Urban Forest
Neighborhood Tree Summit,
District 10
Join Friends of the Urban Forest
for the first tree summit of 2002.
District 10 includes Potrero Hill,
Bayview, Hunters Point,
Visitacion Valley and Sunnydale.
Meet at the Anna E. Waden
Branch Library, 5075 3rd Street,
Bayview. For information call
(415) 561-6890, X108.

23F E B R U A R Y
Saturday, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Agua “Water,” Vida “Life”
Follow the water trails from the
springs of the Presidio to the
marsh at Crissy Field. Spanish
translation available. A Crissy
Field Center Program. Free and
appropriate for all ages. Meet
ranger Fatima Colindres at the
Crissy Field Center. For 
information, call (415) 561-7752.

5M A Y

Mathematica Exhibit at the
Exploratorium
Tuesday through Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Complex mathematical concepts
come to life in a classic exhibit by
Charles and Ray Eames. See 512
light bulbs performing multiplica-
tion, and 30,000 randomly cascad-
ing plastic balls form a bell curve.
Special events and demonstrations
will take place throughout the
exhibition run. The Exploratorium
at 360 Lyon Street. For informa-
tion call (415) EXP-LORE.

Calendar
EveryW E D N E S D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y

Habitat Restoration Programs
Help restore the natural gems of the park. Habitat restoration 
programs run from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Presidio Native Plant Nursery
programs run from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. The programs are a 
partnership of the Presidio Trust,
National Park Service, and the
Golden Gate National Parks
Association. For more 
information call 561-4755 or 
e-mail www.volunteer@ggnpa.org.

N O W
T H R O U G H

14F E B R U A R Y
Thursday, 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Valentine’s Day Walk
International intrigue, tragedy, and
even the story behind California’s
first divorce will be disclosed on
this one-mile walk with one steep
uphill climb. Wear comfortable
walking shoes. Meet ranger
Janice Cooper at the flagpole
near Arguello Boulevard and
Moraga Avenue on the Main
Post. Reservations are required
by calling (415) 561-4323.

12F E B R U A R Y
Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

Presidio Restoration Advisory
Board Meeting
The public is invited to 
participate in monthly meetings
to consider environmental 
restoration projects on the
Presidio. Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue at Arguello
Boulevard. For more 
information, call (415) 561-4255.

9F E B R U A R Y
Saturday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Family Volunteer Day at
Inspiration Point
Help restore serpentine 
grasslands at the Presidio’s
Inspiration Point. Learn about
restoration efforts and the ecology
of the site. Free and appropriate
for families with children 10 and
up. A Crissy Field Center
Program. Registration appreciated
by calling (415) 561-7752.

14F E B R U A R Y
Thursday, 6:30 p.m.

SFMOMA and San Francisco
Film Society Film Series
Screening: “Greed”
Directed by Erich von Stroheim/
reconstructed by Rick Schmidlin.
At SFMOMA’s Wattis Theater.
Running time: 250 minutes.
General admission tickets $15;
advance purchase is recommended.
Tickets can be purchased at the
SFMOMA admissions desk, or
online at www.sffs.org or at
www.ticketweb.com. For 
information call (415) 931-FILM.

19F E B R U A R Y
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A.R.C.S (Achievement Rewards
for College Scientists) Annual
Fundraising Luncheon
This event covers all anuual 
operating costs of the 
organization, so all donations go
directly to scholar support. St.
Francis Hotel at Powell and
Geary in downtown San
Francisco. Speaker: former U.S.
Secretary of State George 
Shultz. For information, call
(415) 561-6537.

31M A R C H

Exhibit: The Natural World as
Viewed by Young People
A collection of children’s art and
poetry from the annual River of
Words contest, on display in the
Crissy Field Center Gathering
Room at no charge. For 
information, call (415) 561-7752.

N O W
T H R O U G H 18A P R I L  –  2M A Y  

San Francisco International Film
Festival
The 45th annual festival, presented
by the San Francisco Film Society,
will feature approximately 200
films from around the world,
including feature-length and
shorts, documentary and fiction.
More information will follow as it
becomes available.

9F E B R U A R Y
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

First Annual Visionary Art,
Music and Video Festival
This celebration of visionary art
at the Palace of Fine Arts will
benefit the Global Peace
Foundation and the Worldwide
Forgiveness Alliance. The 
program includes musical and
dance performances, a laser light
show, and more. For information,
visit www.artainment.com. For
directions, visit 
www.palaceoffinearts.org.

16F E B R U A R Y
Saturday, 11 a.m.

Songs of the Sea – Canta el
Mar
A Family Winter Performance at
the Crissy Field Center. The
musical duo ZunZun evokes
seascapes through melodic 
creations using a wide variety of
folkloric instruments from the
Americas. Free; no registration
required. Seating is on a first
come, first served basis. For
information, call (415) 561-7752. 

17F E B R U A R Y
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Marsh Mud
Take a walk down to the marsh
and collect a sample of the mud.
Use lenses and microscopes to
look for and identify the surprising
and tiny things that live in mud,
and learn how they adapt to a
tidal environment. Fee: $8 per
person. Appropriate for families
with children ages five and up. 
A Crissy Field Center Program.
For information, call (415) 
561-7752.

23F E B R U A R Y
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Main Post Open House at the Presidio
Tour the Historic Main Post! Start at the
Presidio Officers’ Club (50 Moraga
Avenue) for information and schedule of
events. Nearly two dozen sites on the 
historic Main Post, the traditional “heart
of the Presidio,” will be open to visitors.
The day-long event, which will be held
rain or shine, also includes panel 
discussions, walking tours, entertainment
and children’s activities. For details, see 
p. 1 of this issue, call (415) 561-5418, or
visit www.presidiotrust.gov.
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By Randolph Delehanty, Ph.D.
Presidio Trust Historian

Continuity and change have
been the essence of the
Presidio. Nowhere is that
more evident than in the
“unfolding” of the Main Post’s
three parade grounds over 
226 years. The parade ground 
traditionally serves as the
“town square” of an Army
post, with its flagpole the 
symbolic center of the 
installation. Surrounded by 
the post’s principal buildings,
parade grounds are the site of
troop exercises and public ceremonies. Today’s Main Post on
the Presidio is the complex legacy of parade grounds from
three historical periods.

El Presidio, 1776 and after 1812
The first parade ground on the Presidio was the plaza de
armas of the El Presidio quadrangle established by the
Spanish Army in 1776. This place of assembly was doubled
in size after 1812, when the garrison was rebuilt following an
earthquake. Today, this area can be recognized as the parking
lot in front of the Officers’ Club bounded by Moraga
Avenue, Graham Street, Mesa Street (the alleyway behind
the Funston Avenue Victorian quarters), and a line through
the middle of Building 39.

Two World War II “temporary” structures, Buildings 40
and 41, which are now officially deemed historic, stand on
part of this site. The wayside sign in front of Building 49, and
the uncovered stone foundations of the Spanish chapel
between Buildings 49 and 50, give a hint of the archeological
riches hidden beneath the asphalt.

The History of the Presidio:

The Main Post’s Three Parade Grounds – Part 1

Drawing of El Presidio in 1792 (1)*

This modern artist’s conception shows the probable configuration of the Spanish

presidio. The fourth (east) side of the quadrangle was never built. The largest 

building is the adobe chapel whose stone foundations can be seen today between

the Officers’ Club and Building 49.

National Park Service

Aerial View of the Main Post in 1925

This view looking from the north to the south

shows (1)* the El Presidio site with the

Officers’ Club at its southern edge, (2)* the

grassy, Civil War-Era parade ground to its

north, and (3)* the post-1890s parade ground

to the west with the Montgomery Street 

barracks. In 1876, a eucalyptus tree was 

planted behind the Graham Street barracks to

mark the nation’s centennial. The tree 

survives today in the center of the 1890s

parade ground.

National Park Service, Golden Gate National
Recreation Area, Park Archives, Lloyd 30th
Infantry Album Collection

The American Presidio circa 1855 from The Annals of San

Francisco (1)*

The U.S. Army adapted the surviving Spanish adobes adding

shingle roofs, new windows with glass panes, and fireplaces.

Today, only the Mesa and de Anza Rooms at the Officers’ Club

survive from El Presidio.

See HISTORY OF THE PRESIDIO, 5

*Numbers refer to location indicated on top image.

This is the first of a two-part story explaining the evolution of the Main Post and its parade grounds.
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The First American Parade Ground: The 1860s
After the U.S. Army occupied the Presidio in 1847, the
parade ground was expanded north down the slope toward
the bay, creating a long, grassy open
space between today’s Mesa and
Graham streets. As the parade ground
expanded toward the bay, the 
southern edge of El Presidio, Moraga
Avenue, was preserved. The 1860s
parade ground was framed by wooden
barracks to the west along Graham
Street and officers’ quarters along
Funston Avenue to the east. The stone
powder magazine (Building 95) was
built to the west in 1863.

The formal entrance to the Civil
War-era parade ground, known as The
Alameda, was at Presidio Boulevard in
the center of the row of Funston
Avenue Victorian officers’ quarters. A
nearby wooden bandstand faced the
parade ground where Army bands
played for the public on Sundays. U.S.
Army infantry and light artillery 
performed drills on the parade. The head of the parade was
reserved for the post chapel and the officers’ club. At the bay
end was Halleck Street leading to the post’s pier and lined
with support buildings. This 1860s parade set the hierarchical
pattern around which the Main Post developed.

A New Parade Ground Begins in the 1890s
In the 1890s the harbor fortifications were modernized with
powerful batteries built into the bluffs facing the Pacific. At
the same time, large brick buildings began replacing earlier
wooden structures on the post. The construction of the 

The History of the Presidio continued from P. 4

Civil War-Era Parade Ground

and Barracks (2)*

This view looks west across

the grassy 1860s parade

ground toward the barracks

that once lined Graham

Street. Lattice wind breaks

had to be built across this

parade to mitigate the strong

winds. The treeless hills of the

post appear on the horizon.

National Park Service, Golden
Gate National Recreation
Area, Park Archives, Presidio
Army Museum Collection

A Military Funeral on

Montgomery Street circa 1901

or 1902 (3)*

This view shows the north-

west corner of the drill area in

front of the Montgomery

Street barracks with covered

wagons and artillery. The

building to the left with the

porch is the old guardhouse

(jail), today the post office and

First Republic Bank. To the

right are wooden buildings,

most of which were removed

in the twentieth century.

California State Library

monumental Montgomery Street barracks signaled the
rebuilding of the Presidio as a more imposing and permanent
installation befitting an emerging world power. A spacious
drill area was established in front of the new barracks in
about 1895. The 1860s parade ground immediately to the
east across Graham Street was increasingly used for 
recreation, and included a baseball diamond.

Part 2 will look at the grand Harts Plan of 1907, 20th
century changes, and plans for the future.

*Numbers refer to location indicated on top image of Page 4.
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The Presidio Post is published monthly by
The Presidio Trust, P.O. Box 29052, 34 Graham Street
San Francisco, CA  94129-0052

Your questions and comments are welcome.
Send them to: Jacquie Michels, Editor
jmichels@presidiotrust.gov
(415) 561-2764

Visit our website: www.presidiotrust.gov

By Damien Raffa, natural
resources specialist,
Presidio Trust

Since 1900 the National
Audubon Society has hosted
its annual Christmas Bird
Count, an ambitious effort
to scout and record bird
diversity in urban and wild
areas around the country.
Every year, from New York’s
Central Park to the 
Presidio, more than 50,000
birdwatching volunteers 
participate in this census of
early-winter bird populations.

The primary objective of
the Christmas Bird Count is
to monitor the status and
distribution of bird 
populations across the
Western Hemisphere. The
Audubon Society compiles
this information into the
longest running database in
ornithology, representing
over a century of unbroken
data that helps to identify
population trends caused by
environmental changes to
food supplies, predators, or
habitat. The information is
also vital for conservation.
Local trends in bird 
populations can indicate
habitat fragmentation, or
signal an immediate 
environmental threat such as
groundwater contamination.

On Thursday, December
27 the Christmas Bird Count
took place throughout San
Francisco including the

Presidio, arguably the richest
bird area in the city due to
its diversity of habitats. At
7:00 in the morning, expert
and beginning birders alike
met at the Presidio’s
Inspiration Point Overlook.
With binoculars and bird
books in hand, the volunteers
were divided into groups
and sent off to count and
record birds throughout the
park.

The Presidio component
of the event was coordinated
by Josiah Clark, a local bird
expert. According to Clark,
20 participants helped count
more than 4,000 birds 
representing 89 species. A
Great horned owl and
Western screech owl were
heard in the Inspiration
Point area where, Clark
explains, “There is a good
prey base in the grasslands.”
Other surprises included the
sighting of a Peregrine 
falcon under the Golden
Gate Bridge, and Red-
shouldered hawks pulling up
worms right along side
smaller White-crowned
sparrows. Among many
other species, almost 1000
American robins and 172
Anna’s hummingbirds, 
scattered throughout 
neighborhoods and natural
areas, were counted. In the
evening, participants from
all over the city gathered at
the Presidio’s Log Cabin to
share their experiences.
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Open House continued from P. 1

Western screech owl.

Photo by Alan Hopkins.

A Tradition of Counting
Birds in the Presidio

One purpose of the event is to highlight
the community participation and planning
work surrounding the Main Post over the
past several years. “We want to display the
input received at public workshops dating
back to April 1999,” says Hillary Gitelman,
director of the Trust’s planning department.
“Extensive materials will be on display at
the Officers’ Club, including diagrams 
synthesizing that public input. We hope
people will think about the future of the
Main Post as well as its history.”

Townsend of Presidio Veterans
Academy Named Vet of the Year
Ron Townsend of the Presidio Swords to Plowshares Veterans’ Academy
has been named Veteran of the Year for 2001. The award, which honors
veterans who take on roles of responsibility, contribute to the community,
and positively redirect their lives, is co-sponsored by Swords-To-Plowshares,
the Presidio Trust, and other groups. 

Townsend completed Neighborhood Emergency Response Training
(NERT), and is a former Co-Community Mayor (14 months). He was
named Veteran-of-the-Month for July ‘01. He participated in several 
community and residential activities on the Presidio, including placement
of commemorative flags at the gravesites of the Buffalo Soldiers, and
helped to implement the Vet-of-the-Month program at the Veterans’
Academy. Townsend, a Vietnam Veteran, has a masters degree in 
organizational psychology from Columbia University.

A historic home on “Officers’ Row.”


