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Visitors and volunteers are invited to 
experience the park’s spectacular shoreline
and explore the larger Presidio’s “wild” and
living natural history at Open Park Day. The
event will be held on Saturday, May 11, from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Activities for all ages
begin at Crissy Field Center. Free shuttles
will provide tours and transport guests from
Crissy Field Center to the event hubs around
the Presidio.

A first-of-its-kind event, Open Park Day
promotes the exploration and enjoyment of
many of the Presidio’s vibrant natural features.
Planned activities include a volunteer fair, hands-on habitat
restoration projects, wildflower and wildlife walks, shuttle
tours, tree-climbing demonstrations, military battery tours,
and many other fun, family-oriented events.

“This is a great chance for people to experience the many
dimensions of the Presidio’s natural history, and participate
in its preservation,” says Sharon Farrell, natural resource
planner with the Presidio Trust. “We’ve put together an array
of activities that will allow people to experience the park’s
open spaces in their own way, and to visit its little-known
natural treasures.”

The Power of Volunteers
Open Park Day is hosted by the three agencies that help
steward the Presidio’s wild open spaces: the National Park
Service, the Presidio Trust, and the Golden Gate National
Parks Association. Community volunteers are also integral to
successful stewardship. A key goal of the day is to celebrate
these “park heroes” – the thousands of community 
volunteers whose efforts preserve and restore natural
resources within the Bay Area’s national parks – and to
recruit new members to join their ranks.

A volunteer outreach and recruitment fair at the Crissy
Field Center will showcase past and present community-
based projects, and highlight exciting opportunities for 

community members to make a difference
within national park sites from Pacifica to
Northern Marin. Staff and volunteers from
organizations and programs including the
parks, Native Plant Nurseries, Golden Gate
Raptor Observatory, and Park Stewards will be
located in and around Crissy Field Center to
share their experiences.

For those who can’t wait to get their hands
dirty, special hands-on restoration projects will
take place at sites throughout the Presidio.
Visitors can plant seeds at the Presidio
Nursery, roll up their sleeves at the little-

known “Community Garden,” or restore wildlife habitat at
Inspiration Point, Mountain Lake, and Lobos Creek.

Walk, Pedal, Shuttle
Visitors can also enjoy more than a dozen guided walking,
bicycle, and shuttle tours. Hike through the wildflowers on
the bluffs overlooking the Pacific, pedal past the 
architectural treasures of the Main Post, or sit back and
enjoy a shuttle tour highlighting the Presidio’s incredible 
history. A “Naturalist’s Almanac” featuring natural and 
historic highlights and a Presidio map will be available for
those who prefer a self-guided trip.

Something for Everyone
Crissy Field Center will also be the backdrop for a series of
“nature talks” at which experts will reveal how to spot rare
wildflowers, capture spectacular wildlife photography, or
identify birds of prey.

“The Presidio provides a wonderful and accessible sample
of the Bay Area’s natural heritage; there’s so much to see and
do,” says Peter Brastow, natural resource specialist for the
National Park Service. “We hope that Open Park Day gives
people a taste of the park’s natural areas, so that visitors will
return to continue their explorations and stewardship of
GGNRA for years to come.”

Be a Park Hero and Discover your Living Natural History

Explore the “Wild” Presidio at Open Park Day

Have You Seen the Hidden Beauty of the Presidio?
Open Park Day is your chance to see and experience the Presidio’s many natural areas and historic landscapes like never
before. Enjoy walking, shuttle and bicycle tours, and discover why areas that may look “green” still require restoration.
Learn about the role that volunteers play in restoring native habitats and larger open space. Explore the wild side of the
Presidio. You’ll come away with a new appreciation for this national park in our own back yard. 

Songbirds like White-crowned 

sparrows can be heard through-

out the park this season.

Roll up your sleeves and learn how work is done in the field. Experience the Presidio as never before on a nature walk.

Open Park Day
Saturday, May 11, 2002

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Activities begin at Crissy Field

Center at the corner of Halleck and
Mason Streets in the Presidio

Free Activities
Getting Started
Begin your day at Crissy Field Center,
where you can pick up a Presidio map
and schedule of events. Many 
activities occur at or near the Center.
Shuttles departing from Crissy Field
Center will transport you to other
program sites around the park.

Nature Talks
Park naturalists will offer a series of
informal talks illustrating the park’s
amazing natural treasures and ways
that people are enjoying and 
preserving them. All presentations
begin in the Gathering Room of
Crissy Field Center.

Hands-On Programs 
Roll up your sleeves and see how
restoration work is done in the field!
Hands-on habitat restoration activities
are scheduled at Mountain Lake,
Inspiration Point and the “Community
Garden.” Visitors can also enjoy
demonstrations on topics ranging from
tree climbing to computer mapping.

Guided Walks and Bike Tours
Natural resource experts will show
you a side of the Presidio you may
never have seen before. Many walks
originate at Crissy Field Center.

Shuttle Tours
Sit back, relax, and enjoy overview
tours that will examine sites all
around the Presidio. Tours will focus
on a variety of themes from Presidio
history to the transformation of the
park’s open space. Seating is limited.
Be sure to sign up in advance at the
Crissy Field Center. All shuttles are
handicap accessible.

Live Music
Enjoy the sounds of Native American
band Four Winds, playing at the
Crissy Field Center from 1 to 2 p.m.
Bring a picnic lunch or purchase your
meal at the Crissy Center Café or the
Warming Hut. 

Volunteer Recruitment Fair 
Learn about exciting and important
volunteer possibilities in the park.
Organizations working to preserve the
park’s natural resources will be on
hand all day at Crissy Field Center to
explain how you can make a difference.

Parking and Transportation
The free PresidiGo Shuttle connects
the Crissy Field Center to MUNI and
Golden Gate Transit. Exit at
PresidiGo Stop #12. Arrive at the
Presidio by MUNI 28, 29 or 43.
Limited parking is available. Valet
bike parking will be provided by the
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition.

For More Information
Visit www.presidiotrust.gov for a 
complete event schedule, as well as
driving, parking and transit info. The
event hotline is (415) 561-5500.
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Introduction of the Presidio Trust Management Plan (PTMP)
How to Get a Copy
PTMP, the Environmental Impact Statement and the
Executive Summary will be available at the Tuesday,
May 21, public meeting of the Presidio Trust Board of
Directors. Beginning May 22, the documents may
also be obtained at the Presidio Trust Office, 34
Graham Street, Presidio of San Francisco, or may be
downloaded from www.presidiotrust.gov. Copies will
also be available for review in select local libraries.

Free Presidio Shuttle Tours:
Bringing The Plan To Life!
May 22 through June 1 (no tours on Memorial Day,
Monday, May 27)
• Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;

Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
• Each tour lasts one hour. See the seven planning

districts and gain a new understanding of proposals
for the future.

• Reservations required – call (415) 561-5414.
• Meet at Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue.

Public Board Meeting
Please join us for the introduction of the plan. Trust
staff will present key points of the plan, explain how it
was modified in response to public comments, and
talk about what comes next.
Tuesday, May 21, 6 p.m.
Presidio Officers’ Club
50 Moraga Avenue
Main Post

The Presidio Trust Management Plan 

A Framework for the Future
The Presidio Trust introduced its draft
plan document, called the draft Presidio
Trust Implementation Plan or PTIP, in
July 2001. The draft PTIP was based on
the General Management Plan
Amendment published in 1994 by the
National Park Service, but went beyond
the GMPA to consider changed 
circumstances, such as the formation of
the Presidio Trust and its congressional
mandate that the park be financially 
self-sufficient by 2013.

The release of the draft PTIP was 
followed by a 90-day public review and
comment period, during which time
more than 3,000 comments were
received in writing, by email, and at 
public meetings. 

Responding to Comments
The Trust planning staff has spent the
last several months revising the draft
PTIP to reflect public input, and 
preparing written responses to the 
comments received. The final plan, now
called the Presidio Trust Management
Plan or PTMP at the suggestion of reviewers, will be released together with
the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including responses to 
comments, on May 21.

The PTMP remains a long-range general policy document, however, it
includes more specific information than the draft plan about issues such as
housing, lodging, and other land uses in each of seven planning districts in
the park. In response to public input, Trust planners provided anticipated
square footage designated for most categories of land use, and a description
of the implementation activities that will be undertaken after the plan is
adopted. The plan will also explain how the public will continue to have
opportunities to participate in future decisions.

Plan Roll-Out
Planning staff will present the revised plan at a May 21 public meeting of the
Presidio Trust Board of Directors. The meeting will be held at the Presidio
Officers’ Club. The Trust staff will summarize the plan, review how it has
been revised to reflect public comments, and discuss the next steps for 
planning and preserving the Presidio.

The Trust will honor veteran planner Carey Feierabend, who will be 
leaving us at the end of the month to pursue other opportunities. Carey, who
was instrumental in drafting the General Management Plan Amendment
(GMPA) for the National Park Service, joined the Trust in 1998. Carey
played a critical role in the creation of the PTIP and PTMP plans. Her 
creativity and dedication will be sorely missed.

Starting May 22, the PTMP and the Final EIS will be available for review
on the Trust website at www.presidiotrust.gov, in the library and selected
local libraries, and on CD ROM. An executive summary will be available
upon request after May 21st, as will the full plan document and EIS.

The Trust will also be hosting shuttle bus tours of the Presidio designed to
bring alive PTMP’s vision for the future. From Fort Scott to the Letterman
Complex to Crissy Field (Area B), the public will be able to visit each of the
park’s seven major districts and gain a new understanding of proposals to
renew and revitalize each. Tours will be offered twice daily from May 22 to
June 1 (no tours will be offered on Memorial Day, May 27th). Each free 
tour lasts approximately one hour. Reservations are required by calling 
(415) 561-5414.
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5J U N E
Wednesday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Moraga Series:
“A Comparison of Spanish and
Russian Colonization”
Dr. Kent Lightfoot will examine
the practices of missionaries,
Presidio soldiers, and Russian
merchants in their treatment of
local native peoples. The talk 
and slide show are free and open
to the public. At the Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga
Avenue at Arguello Boulevard.
For information call (415) 
561-5500.

11M A Y
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Open Park Day:
Discover your Natural
Living History
Celebrate the restoration of 
natural areas, historic gardens,
and forests of the Presidio and
the GGNRA. Enjoy birds-of-prey
demonstrations, wildflower walks
and habitat hikes, as well as
hands-on habitat restoration
activities geared for the whole
family. For information, visit
www.presidiotrust.gov, or call
(415) 561-5500.

Calendar
EveryW E D N E S D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y

Habitat Restoration Programs
Come help restore the native habitats of the park. Habitat 
restoration programs run from 9 a.m. to 12 noon every Saturday.
Presidio Native Plant Nursery programs run from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
on Wednesdays. The programs
are a partnership of the Presidio
Trust, National Park Service,
and the Golden Gate National
Parks Association. For more
information call (415) 561-4755
or email volunteer@ggnpa.org.

18M A Y
12 noon to 4 p.m.

GGNRA Park Archives and
Records Center Open House
Bring your old records, photos,
maps or volumes for assessment
and advice from the park 
archives staff, and view special
collections on display. At the 
Park Archives and Records
Center, Presidio Building 667.
Call (415) 561-4807 for directions
and mandatory preregistration.

16M A Y
Thursday, 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Bike-to-Work Day
The Presidio Trust will host a Pit
Stop/Energizer Station in the
Main Post to support participants.
Bike commuters can pick up a
“feed bag” with food, bike maps,
and other handouts. This annual
statewide tradition is designed to
encourage cycling as an 
alternative to driving alone to
work. For information, call the
Trust Transportation Department
at (415) 561-2739.

15M A Y
Wednesday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Moraga Series:
Archaeological Research at the
Presidio
Amy Ramsay will present “An
Interactive Presentation on the
Archaeology of the Early
American Period at the Presidio.”
This Moraga Series program is
free and open to the public. At
the Presidio Officers’ Club, 50
Moraga Avenue at Arguello
Boulevard. For information, call
(415) 561-5500.

21M A Y
Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Public Board Meeting, Presidio
Trust Board of Directors
Please join us for the introduction
of the Presidio Trust Management
Plan. Trust staff will present key
points of the plan, explain how it
was modified in response to 
public comments, and talk about
what comes next. Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga
Avenue at Arguello Boulevard.
For information, call (415) 
561-5414.

1M A Y
Wednesday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Moraga Series: “Daily Life
at This Remote Colonial Outpost”
Stanford University professor Dr.
Barbara Voss will explain how
early colonists’ daily activities
reveal how they adapted to their
new environment. This Moraga
Series program is free and open
to the public. At the Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga
Avenue at Arguello Boulevard.
For more information call (415)
561-5500.

9M A Y
Thursday, 7 p.m.

SFMOMA and the San
Francisco Film Society Film
Series Screening: Hotel, 2001
Stars Selma Hayek, Lucy Liu,
and Burt Reynolds. At SFMOMA’s
Wattis Theater. General 
admission tickets $15; advance
purchase is recommended.
Tickets can be purchased at the
SFMOMA admissions desk, or
online at www.sffs.org or at
www.ticketweb.com. For 
information call (415) 931-FILM.

14M A Y  
Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Remediation Advisory Board
Meeting
The public is welcome to the
monthly meetings of the Presidio
Remediation Advisory Board,
held at the Presidio Officers’
Club. The board monitors 
environmental clean-up projects
throughout the Presidio. For
information, call (415) 561-4255.

22M A Y  –  1J U N E  
11:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Free Presidio Shuttle Tours:
Bringing The Presidio Trust
Management Plan To Life!
Tours depart twice daily (no tours
on Memorial Day, Monday, May 27)
at11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday, 11:00 a.m. and 1:00
p.m. each tour lasts approximately
one hour. See the seven planning
districts and learn how the PTMP
was modified in response to public
comment. Reservations required –
call (415) 561-5414 for information
and to save your seat.

27M A Y
Monday, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Memorial Day Ceremony
Memorial Day on the Presidio
will include a performance by the
91st Division Band and a formal
ceremony. The National Park
Service will offer guided walks
through the National Cemetery
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. The
Main Post Chapel will conduct a
service beginning at 1:30 p.m.
For more information, visit
www.atthepresidio.org or call
(415) 561-5500.

11M A Y  &  18M A Y  

Presidio Children’s Dance
Theatre Performance
The Presidio Children’s Dance
Theatre will be showcased at the
San Francisco Youth Arts
Festival, held at Yerba Buena
Gardens. The ensemble will 
perform the dances of 22 nations,
and help children attending the
festival to try international folk
dancing. For information, visit
www.YouthArts.org or contact
PPAF at (415) 561-3997.

10M A Y  &  11M A Y  
Friday and Saturday

Interfaith Festival
Come enjoy a celebration of faith
around the world, sponsored by
the Interfaith Center at the
Presidio. The two-day event 
features entertainment, stimulating
discussion, and youth activities.
For information or reservations,
call (415) 561-6871 or visit
www.interfaith-presidio.org.

22M A Y  
Wednesday, 6 p.m.

Slide Lecture at Arion Press
Collector and printing historian
William P. Barlow, Jr. will give a
slide lecture on “The History of
Printed Restaurant Menus.” The
lecture accompanies a continuing
exhibition of rare and distinctive
menus from Barlow’s collection.
A free event sponsored by the
Grabhorn Institute, in the Arion
Press Gallery in the Presidio,
1802 Hays Street. For 
reservations and information, call
(415) 561-2548.

24M A Y  
Friday, 7 p.m.

Presidio Children’s Dance
Theatre at the Palace of Fine
Arts
The Presidio community is 
invited to attend the Presidio
Children’s Dance Theatre’s 
annual Spring Showcase,
“Dancing Across Cultures,” 
featuring Presidio Performing
Arts Foundation students 
representing 16 elementary
schools. For complimentary 
tickets call the PPAF at (415)
561-3997.

6J U N E  &  9J U N E  
Thursday (8 p.m.) and 
Sunday (3 p.m.)

Argentine Tango Music with
Voice and Guitar
Argentine tango singer Roberto
Forte and mezzo-soprano Sylvie
Braitman will join renowned 
guitarist Cem Duruoz in the 
performance of traditional
Argentine tangos. At the Main
Post Chapel. Tickets are $20 for
adults, and $15 for students and
seniors. For information and
reservations, call (415) 933-6053
or visit www.duruoz.com.

26J U N E
Wednesday

Save the Date for Presidio Pasados!
Commemorate the Presidio’s past. The afternoon will feature 
activities for children, traditional Mexican cuisine, live music and
dance. Includes a children’s dance performance by the Children’s
Dance Theatre, and an
evening concert by
¡Fandango II!, songs
and dances from
Mexican California 
featuring Coro Hispano
de San Francisco with
guest artists.
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Ecological Restoration

When Nature Needs Help

By Marc Albert
Supervisory Ecologist
Presidio – Golden Gate National Recreation Area

The Presidio Park Stewards began linking the community’s hands to the sandy and 
serpentine soils of the Presidio in the fall of 1993. Starting with just a few volunteers from
the Native Plant Society, the program brought together local youth, visitors, and corporations
at Lobos Creek Dunes, then at the Inspiration Point grassland, Baker Beach, the Coastal
Bluffs, and now at Crissy Field, Mountain Lake, ‘Quail Commons,’ and other natural areas.
Today, hundreds of stewards participate in the natural history of the Presidio each month.

Few places in the nation have attracted such broad community support for restoring
local natural resources. The team of staff, interns, students, Americorps members, 
corporate groups, and a shifting core of dedicated drop-in volunteers agree that their
experiences are transformative, not only re-awakening the Presidio’s landscape but 
enriching their own lives. 

Our stewards plan restoration projects, collect seeds, grow and plant seedlings, gather
data, and do their best to eliminate the most invasive exotic plants. Dedication drives the
program. Through hands-on work, volunteers learn about and delight in the subtle beauty
of our park – the springtime white-crowned sparrow’s songs, the summer spider webs
glistening with foggy dew, and the rich purple unfolding of the San Francisco dune gilia

The Presidio Park Stewards Program

Community-Based Ecological Restoration 

By Katrina Strathmann
Natural Resources Specialist
Golden Gate National
Recreation Area

Conservation of natural
resources is a guiding 
principle of the National
Park Service and the
Presidio Trust in their 
management of the Presidio
of San Francisco. Natural
resource conservation usually
starts with the creation of
natural land preserves, but
when land has already been
set aside, as with the
Presidio and other national
parks, conservation focuses
on the preservation and
enhancement of the 
ecosystems within preserves.
One of the primary methods
used to do this is ecological
restoration, which is also the
focus of natural resource
management in the Presidio.

Ecological restoration
means repairing the 
components and natural
functions of ecosystems that
have been damaged in some
way, so that plants, insects,
and other wildlife can 
maintain viable populations
into the future. To do this,

natural resource managers
must understand what
caused the damage, the
environmental conditions
(such as soils, geology and
hydrology) of the area, and
the composition, natural 
history and ecology of the
area’s plants and animals. 

Sometimes restoration is
as simple as repairing the
environmental conditions
that were damaged. In other
cases, successful ecological
restoration calls for 
rebuilding the components
of an ecosystem, from the
soils and topography to the
biological communities,
such as Lobos Creek dunes
in the Presidio. 

The biological community
that should be rebuilt – the
plants and animals that will

be reintroduced or
enhanced – can be difficult
to define. To paint the most
accurate natural picture 
possible, historic documents,
botanical records, and
herbaria specimens are 
consulted. Occasionally
native plants may be 
selected for replanting
because they are most likely
to thrive in the area’s 
present conditions. A 
fundamental principle of
ecological restoration is 
re-establishing the natural
processes that maintain an
ecosystem, and not 
necessarily recreating the
components of a natural
landscape that existed in one
specific time period, 

Along the central
California coast, ecological

restoration is used to repair
damage from over 200 years
of heavy land use, including
agriculture, invasive exotic
species, and burgeoning
urban development. In the
Presidio, each of these
forces has affected and 
fragmented our natural
resources, leaving less than
200 acres of remnant native
plant communities. These
facts influence our plans for
ecological restoration in the
Presidio. 

Land fragmentation
impedes the ability of native
plants and animals to 
disperse or migrate easily
from one area another, since
they are blocked by roads,
structures or exotic 
vegetation. One way to assist
nature in establishing 
connective corridors is to
disperse plant species into a
restored area by planting or
seeding native plants. When
landfills, buildings, or exotic
species are removed and
native plants are not already
present in adjacent areas,
revegetation can be crucial
for bringing those species
back to the restored site.

The ecological restoration
of the Presidio requires
complex planning. Experts
need to define the ecological
objectives and collect 
information about geology,
hydrology, and vegetation of
each site. They review 
scientific literature and 

consult specialists before
deciding how to “construct”
the restoration physically.
They plan revegetation
when necessary, and then
collect local seed and grow-
ing plants that will be used
in the replanting. Following
the initial restoration, they
must decide on long-term
steps and monitor the
restoration to determine if
the objectives were met. 

Pilot studies, similar to
those underway for the
Vegetation Management
Plan, are sometimes used to
test restoration methods
before embarking on larger
scale projects. This planning
will guide contractors in
executing the project, and
direct the efforts of many
natural resources staff and
dedicated volunteers.

The Presidio’s natural
resources are stunning and
diverse, largely due to eco-
logical restoration. Whether
strolling among the sand
dunes at Crissy marsh or
admiring wildflowers at the
Inspiration Point grasslands,
Presidio visitors are enjoying
the fruits of conservation.
With many restoration 
projects on the horizon, and
the commitment of the
Presidio Trust and the
National Park Service to
conservation, we can expect
many more of the Presidio’s
degraded natural areas to be
renewed in the near future.

See STEWARDS PROGRAM, 5

Lobos Dunes three years after the beginning of restoration.

The Presidio’s first major restoration project: Lobos Dunes in 1996.

Rare plant monitoring.
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in the dry sand. Over the months and years, participants
develop a sense of place unique to stewards, as they learn to
watch, listen, and respond to the landscape.

Volunteers also provide a welcoming atmosphere for 
anyone who wants to participate in the restoration of their
public land. As a collaborative effort of the National Park
Service, the Presidio Trust, and the Golden Gate National
Parks Association, stewardship activities help Presidio 
residents and visitors develop both an individual and a 
collective sense of this place. 

This month, join us and enjoy the damselflies and red-tail
hawks, pull rip-gut brome at Feral Dunes, prepare the soil
for annual wildflowers at Inspiration Point, tend our
Mountain Lake plantings, and steward, day by day, your
local National Park.

A variety of volunteer
opportunities are
available throughout
the park. For more
information, visit the
Trust or GGNRA web
sites, or call (415) 
561-4755. Habitat 
restoration programs
are included in the
calendar section of 
the Presidio Post 
each month.

By Colette Hunter
Native Plant Nursery Manager GGNPA

The Presidio Native Plant Nursery in the
Fort Scott area of the Presidio nurtures not
only tens of thousands of plants, but also
hundreds of volunteers and youth from
throughout the Bay Area. Founded in the
spring of 1995 by the National Park Service
and its nonprofit partner, the Golden Gate
National Parks Association, the nursery’s
main goal is to support ecological restoration
within the Presidio. 

Commercial nurseries buy their seed, but
seed from most plant species native to the
Presidio are not available commercially. This
means that nursery staff and volunteers must
spend thousands of hours each year 
collecting the seeds, cuttings, and bulbs of
over 200 different species. Seed gathering is
done according to strict ecological standards
to protect the biological integrity of the
park’s resources.

Many native seeds require a period of time
in cold storage to break dormancy and to
allow the seed to germinate. This process is
called stratification, and can take from two

weeks to over three months. Because many
native species have never been grown in
nurseries before, the nursery staff is 
constantly researching germination 
requirements of native species. 

This year, the nursery is making a 
commitment to using composted soil 
supplied by the Presidio Trust’s Regeneration
Program. With this highly nutritious soil to
encourage plant growth, the nursery will be
able to provide thousands of plants to support
the many Vegetation Management Plan and
upcoming environmental remediation 
projects taking place throughout the park. 

Volunteer programs take place at the 
nursery every Wednesday and Saturday from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Call (415) 5614830 for more
information and directions.

Stewards Program continued from P. 4Did you know? 
Test your knowledge about the Presidio’s (and broader GGNRA) natural history

(1) The GGNRA.  (2) Over 300 wildlife species, including 15 reptiles & 10 amphibians, 14 mammals, 225 birds.  (3) 380.  (4) Over 250.  (5) Over 30. (6) Blue gum eucalyptus, Monterey pine and Monterey cypress.  
(7) 60,000.  (8) Over 15,000.  (9) 13, including freshwater marshes, serpentine prairies and live oak woodland.  (10) An average of 170,000 hours per year.  (11) 60,000.  (12) Serpentinite, which can be seen at
Inspiration Point and the Coastal Bluffs.  (13) The Xerces blue.  (14) Three-spined stickleback.  (15) Raven’s manzanita.

1. What is the largest urban national park in the world?

2.  How many wildlife species make use of the Presidio as habitat?

3. How many native plant species were identified in the
Presidio 200 years ago by European botanists?

4. How many native plant species still exist in the Presidio
today?

5. How many tree species were planted in the Presidio 
forestation campaign 100 years ago?

6. What are the three most common tree species found in the
Presidio today?

7. How many trees are in the Presidio’s cultural forests today? 

8. How many hawks and other raptors migrate through the GGNRA every spring?

9. How many distinctive native plant communities are represented throughout the park?

10. Every year how many hours are volunteered to benefit the natural areas of the GGNRA?

11. How many plants were planted as a part of the Crissy Field dune and marsh restoration?

12. What is California’s state rock – and where is found on the Presidio?

13. Which butterfly was last seen in the Presidio’s Lobos Creek Valley, before becoming
extinct in the 1940s?

14. What fish is found in Lobos Creek, and now Crissy Field marsh?

15. Which plant is found nowhere else in the wild but in the Presidio (clue – there is only
one wild plant left in the world)?

The Presidio Native Plant Nursery

Sowing the Seeds of TomorrowInternational Migratory Bird Day
is May 11th
Likely without knowing it, you’ve seen
them come and go for years. Migratory
birds have been passing through the
Bay Area for millennia. If you haven’t
noticed them, keep your eyes peeled.
Migratory birds are some of the most
beautiful and observable wildlife that
share our world. 

International Migratory Bird Day
(IMBD) celebrates the incredible journeys of migrating
birds between their winter homes in Mexico, Central and
South America and their breeding grounds in North
America. The theme for this year’s IMBD is recognition
and conservation of the places that migratory birds need –
habitats at both ends of their seasonal journeys and
stopover points along the way. 

The Presidio and broader Golden Gate National
Recreation Area provide the critical habitats listed above.
Protecting and providing habitat is one of the most
important ways that people can benefit birds. Some of
the more common migratory birds that you can see in the
park at this time of year include Allen’s hummingbirds,
Brown pelicans, Tree swallows, and Sanderlings. 

In addition to bird-related events at Open Park Day in
the Presidio, IMBD will also be celebrated with activities
at Muir Woods (for information call (415) 388-2596) and
Point Reyes Bird Observatory at (415) 868-1221.

A Sanderling feeds

at Baker Beach, one

stop on its migratory

journey.

Volunteer hands in the field: 

collecting bulbs at Inspiration Point.

The Great Blue Heron.

Growing a new generation of Presidio flora.
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An exhibition of modern
Mexican painting, sculpture,
video, and photography will
be on display April 18 to
June 30 in the Presidio
Officers’ Club. The show,
sponsored by the Consulate
of Mexico, features a cross-
section of works representing
the current artistic scene in
Mexico, and includes a wide
range of styles, techniques,
and themes.

The exhibit showcases
Mexican artists who emerged
in the nineties and who use
imagery to document the
way they live and interact

with their surroundings. It
will include more than 40
works by 20 artists.

The exhibit is free and
open to the public Tuesday
through Saturday, from 12
noon to 4 p.m. at the
Presidio Officers’ Club, 50
Moraga Avenue at Arguello
Boulevard. Limited free
parking is available; use of
transit is recommended.
The PresidiGo Free Shuttle
will take visitors from the
Lombard Gate to the
Officers’ Club every 30 
minutes. For information
call (415) 561-5500.

Exhibition of Modern Mexican Art Opens
April 18 in the Presidio Officers’ Club

“Mascaras” by Gilberto Aceves Navarro.

One Light, Many Mirrors

About the Interfaith Festival
On May 10 and 11, 2002, the interfaith festival One Light,
Many Mirrors comes to the San Francisco Presidio’s Main
Post Chapel, setting a stage for local people from all the
world’s faith families to come together and foster friendship,
respect, and good relations. The public is invited.

Sponsored by the Interfaith Center at the Presidio and set
at the Presidio’s Main Post Chapel, the festival offers a day
and a half of entertainment, stimulating discussion, and
youth activities. See calendar for details.

In Memory of Peggy Wayburn
Author and Conservationist
By Randolph Delehanty, Ph.D.
Trust Historian

On April 7th memorial services were conducted at the
Presidio Officers’ Club for nature writer and conservationist
Peggy Wayburn who died March 21, 2002 in San Francisco at
age 84.

Lauded by Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi as “one of the true
heroes of the environmental movement,” her lifetime’s 
commitment to conservation lives on in the five books she
wrote, in the millions of acres she was instrumental in helping
preserve, and in the happy memories of family, friends, and colleagues.

Peggy Wayburn was born in New York City in 1917 and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
Columbia University’s Barnard College in 1942. She moved to San Francisco in 1945. While
working for a publishing company, she met Edgar Wayburn, then an emergency room 
physician. Asked by Ed to join him on a hike, Peggy bought shorts and sandals. Ed showed
up in hiking boots. She came back exhausted vowing “I never want to see that man again.”
But their courtship flowered on Sierra Club hikes and they married in 1947. The Wayburns
raised four children.

Working with the Sierra Club and other organizations, the Wayburns were instrumental in
the creation of Redwood National Park, Point Reyes National Seashore, the Golden Gate
National Recreation Area and the significant expansion of Mt. Tamalpais State Park. After a
trip to Alaska in 1967, the Wayburns determined to help preserve its pristine lands. Peggy’s
Alaska: The Great Land helped build support for the 1980 Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act which preserved 104 million acres of wilderness and its wildlife.

Peggy Wayburn is survived by her husband of 53 years, Edgar Wayburn, M.D., four 
children, and three grandchildren. Contributions can be made in Peggy’s memory to the
Sierra Club Foundation in San Francisco, Earthjustice in Oakland, or the Alaska
Conservation Foundation in Anchorage.

USFWS Draft Recovery Plan Due
By the deadline of May 6, the Presidio Trust will join 
neighbors and others in providing written comments to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding their Draft
Recovery Plan for two special status plant species found in
the Presidio. Many have expressed concerns regarding the
far-reaching and prescriptive nature of the Draft Plan,
including conflicts with the historic forest, a contributing
feature of the Presidio National Historic Landmark.


